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1. Two answers required. In July 2019, officials in one of these countries began requiring special licenses for its chemical firms to export fluorinated polyimide to the other; those restrictions were passed following one of these countries seizing the assets of a steelmaker from the other. Courts in one of these countries have ruled that a 1965 treaty does not bar its citizens from seeking (*) redress from companies in the other of these countries. For 10 points, name these two countries, neither of which are China, which recently had a dispute over the release of radioactive water from Fukushima and are often at odds over restitutions for Comfort Women.
ANSWER: Japan and South Korea
 
2. Description acceptable. In 2014, a physician and member of this organization who later turned out not to have a medical degree held a press conference where he claimed that he could cure AIDS with a type of meatball. This organization operates its country's largest fertilizer plant and fish farm. This organization has flooded the cement market with so much product that all private companies have exited the business. Yezid Sayigh's book Owners of the Republic documents how this organization may control as much as 20% of the country's economy. Mohab Mamish, a member of the Supreme Council of this organization, also was the head of the (*) SCA, an organization whose toll revenue plummeted in 2021 following an incident with the Ever Given blocking the Suez Canal. For 10 points, name this organization that controls much of the economy of a country led by a former commander in this organization, Abdel Fattah el-Sisi.
ANSWER: Egyptian military [or Egyptian Army or equivalents]
 
3. Sandra Kaji-O'Grady and Chris L. Smith examined the architecture of these buildings in the postwar period, noting how Southern California surfing culture made its way into a "waffle" building of this type in Santa Monica. A company called uFluidix is one of several firms attempting to transport the functions of these facilities to a computer (*) chip. One of the most prominent facilities of this type has a white travertine courtyard between severe concrete facades and was designed by Louis Kahn in the 1960s; that example was built in La Jolla for Jonas Salk. For 10 points, name these facilities where experiments are conducted.
ANSWER: science laboratories [prompt on scientific institute]
   
4. The hedge fund VR Capital Group has taken a big stake in Process & Industrial Developments, betting they can get this country to pay for at least part of the $9 billion in damages a court forced this country to pay in 2010. Politicians in this country often try to curry favor with an industrialist nicknamed Jagaban whose firm Alpha Beta has a sole contract to collect taxes. Streaming services are hoping to reduce the rampant piracy in the film industry in this country, with Netflix inking a deal to stream its biggest domestic box office hit of 2018, (*) Chief Daddy. In 2007, the Central Bank of this country issued a press release stating that it was removing Ajami script from its currency in order to foster national unity. In March 2018, most of the 110 people abducted from the village of Dapchi in this country were returned to their homes. One incident in this country's village of Chibok sparked the Bring Back Our Girls campaign. This country's Muslim north has been antagonized by former President Goodluck Jonathan. For 10 points, name this country, where hundreds of schoolgirls were abducted by Boko Haram.
ANSWER: Nigeria
 
5. Country and ethnicity required. Some 350,000 of these people live in a region called "The Triangle" but may have their citizenship removed according to a 181-page "deal of the century." A political party led by one of these people has appealed to people of Ethiopian heritage with pledges to end police violence. Fans of the Beitar soccer team proudly boast that they've never had one of these people on the team, remaining (*) "forever pure," although that is likely to change now that the club is owned by a cousin of MBZ. One of these people heads a political party called the Joint List whose platform includes abolishing conscription. The year 1948 is often attached to a generation of these people, who remained in the country despite the Nakba. For 10 points, name these people who are the largest ethnic minority in a country governed by Benjamin Netanyahu.
ANSWER: Israeli Arabs [accept answers like Palestinians who live in Israel; reject just "Palestinians"]
 
6. An executive at this site railed against a culture dominated by the "gentrified instincts of soccer moms" during an acceptance speech given in 2008 to the Arizona branch of the ACLU. The founders of this website, Michael Lacey and James Larkin, had earlier built a newspaper empire. Engineers at this company created a controversial algorithm called Strip Term from Ad that kept its human moderators from seeing terms like "fresh." Carl Ferrer bought this site for $603 million in 2015. In 2015, Rob Portman declared that this site "essentially sells (*) human beings. It's horrible, and I'm going after them." Along with rivals like Cityvibe, this site was the biggest beneficiary of a 2010 decision by Craigslist to ban certain ads. For 10 points, name this website notorious for its sex ads, whose name derives from the section of alt-weeklies where those ads once appeared.
ANSWER: Backpage
 
7. This country's government secretly released a gangster named Crook of Hollywood from prison in 2021, contributing to a decrease in homicides. The Trump Administration's ambassador to this country, Ronald Johnson, helped get its State Department threat level lowered in exchange for this government's cooperation on immigration, helping to promote its (*) Surf City tourist project. This country proposed selling a new financial instrument known as Volcano Bonds, which would fund a proposed new Bitcoin City. This country's El Faro newspaper has broken several stories about collaboration between its government and the MS-13 gang. For 10 points, name this country led by Nayib Bukele.
ANSWER: El Salvador
 
8. This organization argued that its own arbitration policy should apply in arguments in the case of Superior Court v. Bixler. The Bixlers have argued that this organization poisoned their dog after they launched the lawsuit as part of this organization's controversial "Fair Game" policy. This organization is the subject of a documentary based on Lawrence Wright’s book of the same name, (*) Going Clear. This organization allegedly harassed members of the band Mars Volta after going public with sexual assault accusations against another member of this organization, Danny Masterson.  For 10 points, name this organization led by David Miscavige, whose members include Tom Cruise.
ANSWER: Church of Scientology
 
9. In 2023, for the second year in a row, The Economist proclaimed this country to have the world's best economy. This country's many taverna restaurants once were the main places to hear rebetiko music. For the entry in Europa Editions' Passengers series on this country, Alexander Clapp wrote an essay on vulture oligarchs. A tycoon from this country named Ivan Savvidis now lends his name to a term for great wealth. Molly Crabapple has written numerous pieces about the crackdown on the refugee-friendly (*) Exarchia neighborhood in this country's capital. A basketball player born in this country to Nigerian parents only was granted citizenship when he left to play in the NBA and is named Giannis Antetokounmpo. For 10 points, name this country that in the early 2010s threatened to cause "Grexit."
ANSWER: Greece

10. This man's efforts to control the media are often referred to as "the battle between the television and the refrigerator." Mark Galeotti has argued that this man runs an "adhocracy" and is not a "cool genius" in a 2019 book titled We Need to Talk About [This Man]. Fiona Hill and Clifford Gaddy collaborated on a book about this man, who is also the subject of The Man Without a Face by a New Yorker staff writer. In a 2021 book, Timothy Frye argued that this "weak" leader has been challenged by incidents such as the arrest for murder of a senator on the floor of the (*) Federal Assembly. Catherine Belton's book on this man's "People" traces a turning point in his rule to when a tycoon known as MBK was imprisoned after merging his oil company with Sibneft. A man once commonly called this man's "chef" was killed in a plane crash following a 2023 rebellion. For 10 points, name this long-serving leader of Russia.
ANSWER: Vladimir Putin

11. This show is by far the most successful creation of producer John Langley. It doesn't have to do with Richard Simmons, but Dan Taberski investigated this series in a podcast series that explores how the show's producers aren't honest about who controls the final edit of episodes. This show's producers made a deal with an organization in Spokane, Washington a few months after it was pulled off the air by Paramount Network following the (*) George Floyd protests. This show, which now airs on Fox Nation, opens with a narration that it's "filmed on location" and that all people on it "are innocent until proven guilty." For 10 points, name this long-running reality series that placed viewers in the perspective of the title law enforcement officers.
ANSWER: Cops
  
12. Ute Frevert's 2020 book The Politics of Humiliation begins with an event in this country. A 2020 book by Noah Feldman subtitled "A Tragedy" also opens with an event in this country. A longtime ruler of this country funneled cash overseas in accounts under the name of his wife, Leila Trabelsi. The first general strike in this country in 25 years took place following the assassination of opposition leader Chokri Belaid in 2013. A 2016 law in this country mandating that women and men alternate positions on candidate lists of political parties increased women's representation on local councils to 50%. In 2015, terrorists attacked the National (*) Bardo Museum in this country. This country's bar association joined three other civil groups to form the National Dialogue Quartet, an organization that was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. Mohamed Bouazizi set himself on fire in this country in 2010, sparking the Arab Spring. For 10 points, name this African country where in 2021 a self-coup was orchestrated by Kais Saied.
ANSWER: Tunisia

13. Description acceptable. The Indian Supreme Court approved the use of "objection letters" to start this process. Timothy Belsan was the first head of a "section" to oversee this process established by the Trump Administration in 2020. The Modi government is compiling a National Register in Assam to aid it in carrying out this process. A bunch of news articles on the context of the Trump Administration’s Operation (*) Second Look noted how the Supreme Court affirmed this practice in United States v. Thind, since the plaintiffs weren't deemed white. This process can result in a violation of the 1961 Convention on the Reduction of Statelessness. For 10 points, name this process wherein one loses citizenship.
ANSWER: denaturalization [or stripping people of naturalized citizenship; or equivalents that mention citizenship is being taken away]
  
14. Bechtel invested over $1 billion in an aluminum smelting plant in a former fishing village in this country, previously one of the country's poorest regions; that investment was partially due to exemptions granted to this country in the Kyoto Protocol and resulted in the silting of the country's longest lake. Some economists have connected the building of Europe's largest hydroelectric dam to an (*) economic collapse in this country. Economist Emi Nakamura and colleagues found that those younger than 25 years old to survive a volcanic eruption on an island in this country earned $27,000 more than their peers who did not lose their homes. An economic disaster in this country followed a new set of neoliberal policies by a group dubbed the New Vikings. For 10 points, name this island nation.
ANSWER: Iceland
  
15. A 1996 Act of Congress made it illegal for these institutions to combine certain codes but made a widely used exception for Modifier 59. 17 states have COPA laws which controversially protect these businesses against antitrust legislation. These institutions pay licensing fees to use CPT codes, which are intentionally inscrutable to end consumers. In 2022, several of these institutions asked the Biden administration to cap salaries paid to temporary (*) "travel" workers, many of whom are Filipino. Consolidation of these institutions by groups such as Ballad have resulted in the closure of ICUs. For 10 points, name these institutions, many of which have closed in rural areas, forcing people to travel longer to visit an Emergency Room.
ANSWER: hospitals [or doctor's offices]

16. This country's ruler uses the phrase "Country for Life" so often that it was adopted for a satirical TV show. In 2017, this country's government passed a much-hated "parasite tax" on people who didn't contribute to the economy. Protestors in this country have drawn on a World War II era resistance act called the Railway War in a modern-day scheme to run trains at half speed. This country's president has called its namesake language a "poor language" and backed a 1995 referendum restoring a colonizer's language as an official language; protestors in this country have rallied behind literature in its namesake language such as the 19th century poem "Things Will Be Bad" and the novel (*) Alindarka's Children. In 2000, a memorial known as The Pit in this country's capital was expanded to include a sculpture of a line of people descending into a place where 5,000 Jews were massacred in a single day in 1942. This country's president was credited with brokering a deal following the Wagner Group Rebellion and stole a 2020 election from Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya. For 10 points, name this country ruled by Alexander Lukashenko.
ANSWER: Belarus
 
17. In 2020, the developer Planet Entertainment launched a new Cooking Mama sequel, despite not having the copyright to Cooking Mama, that was also one of these programs for the Switch. Joel Pardron was arrested for running these programs in Venezuela. In 2019, Virgil Griffith was arrested on charges that he helped the (*) North Korean government gain expertise in these types of programs. Jihan Wu is the head of a company that once had an 80% market on the specialized chips used by these programs. Hydro-Quebec was overwhelmed by demand from running these programs after putting out a call for investment in it in 2016. For 10 points, name this type of program that tries to obtain currency like Ethereum.
ANSWER: bitcoin miner [or cryptocurrency miner]
 
18. One newspaper reported that Russian businessmen delivered a "magic carpet" filled with money to this country's president to secure control over its chief port. A prosecutor in this country named Juan Francisco Sandoval had to be driven out of the country in the trunk of the Swedish ambassador's car to avoid arrest. Ivan Velasquez, the head of a supranationalist agency operating this country called the (*) CICIG, was deported in 2017 after attempting to arrest the president's brother. This country's current president was initially reported to have been in danger of assassination in a plot in the Huehuetenango Department near its northern border. This country was once led by Jimmy Morales. For 10 points, name this Central American country where president Alejandro Giammattei claimed he was threatened near its border with Mexico.
ANSWER: Guatemala
 
19. Scientist Seth Darling has explored using calligraphy ink and charcoal to cover sites used to produce this resource to make them more efficient. Rio Tinto has invested two hundred million dollars in a Serbian mine near the city of Loznica which it hopes will be the largest source for this good in Europe. A 2020 report by SRI International estimated that a namesake "valley" in the (*) Salton Sea could soon produce 600,000 tons of this good per year, 8 times the current global production of it. 60% of the world's supply of this resource is obtained through ponds where brine is repeatedly evaporated and purified, a process that may be made more efficient by a startup called EnergyX. It's not copper, but Chile’s Albemarle mine is a world leader in producing this silvery-white metal. For 10 points, name this element important in making batteries, which also titles NOFX’s biggest hit.
ANSWER: lithium
 
20. A retiring Prime Minister from this country oddly chose the song "You Forgot the Color Film" for the ceremony ending their time in office. During the 2019 campaign for the European Parliament, a far-right party in this country put up billboards borrowing from Jean-Leon Gerome's painting The Slave Market warning against "Europe [becoming] Eurabia." The so-called (*) kebab murders in this country were carried out by a neo-Nazi group called the NSU and targeted its large Turkish population. In December 2016, many people at a Christmas market in its capital city were killed by a man driving a truck. Owners of this country's influential small and medium businesses, known as the Mittelstand, have pushed the EU to extend blue card work permits. For 10 points, name this country which accepted many refugees under former Chancellor Angela Merkel.
ANSWER: Germany
 
 21. Companies affiliated with this organization had a profitable business selling small stone pagodas and ginseng products. Bill Cosby, Mikhail Gorbachev and George H. W. Bush all gave speeches at conferences sponsored by this organization shortly after a court issued a $150 million fine to its spin-off company Happy World. A former member of this organization, Steve Hassan, relates how its members would scan obituaries to go around to widows in an (*) "Eve country" telling them "your dead loved one communicated with us" as part of operations that resulted in 70% of its funding coming from Japan. The Japanese government has subsequently moved to dissolve this organization following the Shinzo Abe assassination. For 10 points, name this religious group known for their mass weddings.
ANSWER: Unification Church [accept Moonies]
 
22. Each Wednesday, these people require citizens to attend sessions called dourat thiqafiya where allegiance is sworn to their leader. These people prefer to be called a name that means "Partisans of God." They're not based in Lebanon, but these people have a flag that contains a clenched fist, a Kalashnikov and phrases proclaiming the death to America and Israel. A government controlled by these people has refused to allow the UN to investigate the (*) FSO Safer, a derelict oil tanker, as the ship provides a defensive barrier. In 2017, this group ended a power-sharing agreement by murdering a former dictator named Ali Abdullah Saleh. After over five years of civil war, these people still control some land occupied by 70% of one country's population. In 2023, this group launched drone and rocket attacks on ships in the Red Sea. For 10 points, name these people that control the majority of Yemen.
ANSWER: Houthis
 
23. Michael J. Sandel's book on the "tyranny" of this term offers a mini-biography of Ernest Bevin as a counter-example to the current state of the UK government. The inventor of this term had earlier written the 1945 manifesto for the UK's Labor Party. This term was coined in a 1958 dystopian novel by Michael Young that ends with a fictional version of the author being killed in a rebellion. A 2019 book titled for this system describes a society where (*) "superordinate workers" have shrunk the middle class. A 2015 commencement address at the Yale Law School on how this type of system was "a catastrophe for our broader society" was adapted by Daniel Markovits into his book titled for the "trap" of this system. For 10 points, name this type of system that claims to allocate rewards based on talent rather than class or wealth.
ANSWER: meritocracy [accept merit]
 
24. In the 2010s, several investors lost money in the Great White Short, a bet that this country's housing bubble would burst. Although housing spending now represents 9.3% of this country’s GDP, the bubble has not burst. In 2015, this country introduced a fast-track to granting visas to overseas workers called Express Entry, resulting in many more immigrants from India and Nigeria than in the past. Dissident Ahmed Abdullah al-Harbi was abducted from this country and returned to (*) Saudi Arabia. For the first time in over three decades, in 2022 this country's leader invoked its Emergencies Act to clears its otherwise sleepy capital of protestors angry about a vaccine mandate, the Freedom Convoy. For 10 points, name this country where a separate immigration points scheme is used in its French-speaking province of Quebec.
ANSWER: Canada
 
25. TV anchor Bill Griffeth wrote a memoir about his life was changed by one of these things. A woman whose life is changed by one of these things started investigating the shady dealings of Edmond Farris, who ran a clinic in Philadelphia. A 2019 memoir by Dani Shaprio begins with the story of how one of these things changed her life. In December 2023, the market leader in providing these things revealed 5.5 million profiles had been leaked in a data breach. A market-leading company in conducting these things in the US controversially announced a partnership with drug company (*) GlaxoSmithKline in 2018. Data obtained from these things was used to catch the Golden State Killer. Results obtained from these things are provided to third-party companies in an "app-store" run by a company called Helix. For 10 points, name this procedure offered by companies such as 23AndMe.
ANSWER: DNA test
 
26. In 2015, the mayor of a corporate-friendly town in this country that's home to the Ethereum Foundation agreed to let citizens pay utility bills in bitcoin. ShapeShift, a prominent crypto currency exchange, is located in this country. Although only as many as 30 women in this country wear niqabs, voters in this country approved a March 2021 initiative to prevent the wearing of them. As of 1990, 60% of the largest American companies had their European headquarters in this country, but after its citizens rejected a vote to join the European Community in 1992 now only (*) Dow and IBM are based here. One industry in this country is regulated internally by FINMA and has been subject to increasing transparency through the US's 2010 FATCA law. In 2023, a large bank in this country was forced to sell to a rival bank from this country, UBS. For 10 points, name this country noted for its neutrality.
ANSWER: Switzerland
 
27. Peter Dutton, the Minister of Home Affairs in Australia, controversially offered "special attention" to the people who faced "horrific circumstances" in these places, offering to let them move to a "civilized country like ours." These places currently require a "willing seller, willing buyer" to change hands, but future legislation may provide for "expropriation without compensation." Katie Hopkins hosted a documentary that documented the (*) "plaasmoordes" taking place at these locations, partly blaming the events on the politician Julius Malema. Several right-wing documentaries have examined the "white genocide" taking place in these locations. A rape at one of these places takes place in the novel Disgrace. For 10 points, name these plots of agricultural land in South Africa.
ANSWER: South African farms
 

