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1. An Italian-American typesetter in this novel refuses to learn how to use a linotype machine because it goes against his anarchist beliefs. A pivotal scene in the first section of this novel comes when a woman who likes to arrange intimate classical music performances is found in a locked room having scratched up all of her eczema scabs. Following that incident, the protagonist of the first section of this novel uses his influence at the 🎣 Haber Pharmaceutical Company to ruin the reputation of a director of a Swiss sanitarium after the sanitarium loses track of his wife, Helen Brevoort. One section of this book draws on the language used by figures such as Ben Franklin and Andrew Carnegie to highlight a character's genius for acting when the ticker was hours behind and how he was unfairly blamed for the Great Depression. In the final section of this novel, Ida Partenza recounts how she was hired to write a flattering memoir for a man to counteract a lightly fictionalized novel that makes up this book's first section titled (*) Bonds. For 10 points, name this novel that co-won the 2023 Pulitzer, written by Hernan Diaz.
ANSWER: Trust [prompt on Bonds: A Novel by asking "what larger novel is that part of?"]
 
2. A judge who is the protagonist of one novel by this author must decide which of two conjoined twins should survive and later meets a teenage leukemia patient named Adam Henry who is refusing a blood transfusion for religious reasons. A satirical novella by this author divides the world into 🎣 Clockwisers and Reversalists, the latter a thinly-veiled reference to Leavers. In that Kafka-inspired novella by this author, the title creature wakes up as a man. This author wrote The Children Act and The Cockroach. A CGI render of a shirtless man appears on the cover of a 2019 novel by this author set in a world where Britain lost the Falklands War and Alan Turing is still alive. That novel centers on an android named Adam and is titled (*) Machines Like Me. In the postscript to another novel by this author, the Tallis children perform the play The Trials of Arabella, written by a 13-year-old character who is revealed to be the author of sections that describe the Battle of Dunkirk. For 10 points, name this author of Atonement.
ANSWER: Ian McEwan
 
3. The protagonist of this book is asked if she's ever listened to the band Thrice by Damian, a coworker who has just returned with a new earring. Later, when she sends a text asking, "Who is this Hatim guy? What's his deal," this book's protagonist's gets back a response from Lindsay asking, "DO YOU PLAY GUITAR HERO?" This book's protagonist comes across a copy of Helen Creighton's A Folk Tale Journey while briefly working at a low-paying 🎣 maritime museum. The protagonist of this book steps barefoot into the ocean after writing down the words "Tool… Crib" in a notebook. Each section of this book opens with a list of characters that includes their home province, such as Warehouse Supervisor Laura from Saskatchewan. Late in this book, noisemakers are installed in response to a New York Times article partly reproduced in this book, which prompts the protagonist to watch a YouTube video from Celina Harpe, a First Nations member, on environmental destruction. The cover image of this book depicts the central character climbing the (*) ladder of a giant construction vehicle as she stares at the title creatures in the distance of the Alberta oil sands. For 10 points, name this graphic novel memoir by Kate Beaton.
ANSWER: Ducks: Two Years in the Oil Sands
 
4. In one story by this author, the protagonist believes he has helped objects such as his sister's confirmation crown see "the light of God" by shoving them into his rectum. In addition to "Brom," this author's focus on the scatological includes a debut novel where secretary at a boys' prison abuses laxatives. An artist in one novel by this author creates ejaculate-covered paintings with titles such as "Blood-Dimmed Tide, and Wintertime in Ho Chi Minh City" and "Sunset over Sniper Alley." One novel by this author that began "as a fuck-you joke" against literary culture was written with the guidance of the 🎣 writing manual The 90-Day Novel and is centered on a prison officer from Massachusetts. A novel by this author centers on a young disfigured shepherd named Marek who is appointed heir to the lordship of the title fiefdom and is titled (*) Lapvona. The protagonist of one novel by this author calls her mother's suicide "totally unoriginal" and begins the title period by defecating onto the floor of an art gallery. For 10 points, name this author of Eileen and My Year of Rest and Relaxation.
ANSWER: Ottessa Moshfegh
 
5. A family in this novel likes to jokingly call out "Jess" during stressful situations, a reference to their onetime "wonder nanny." Two characters in this novel bond over removing hair blocking the anus of a dog they've adopted; shortly thereafter, one of them roleplays as an Asian telephotographer. A pop star in this novel follows the mantra that 🎣 "every day is Tuesday" and learns from the protagonist that there is a message board for mothers whose babies suffered from FMH. An Alexandra Schwartz profile in the New Yorker about how the author of this novel "Turns the Lights On" revealed that a road trip made possible by "a sentence about hand jobs but out of context it could also apply to whiskey" was based on Johnnie Walker licensing the author's early story, "The Moves." This novel's unnamed protagonist fails in her attempt to turn herself from a "parker" to a "driver" when she ends up redecorating a (*) motel room in Monrovia rather than making a cross-country trip to New York. For 10 points, name this 2024 novel by Miranda July perhaps titled for the position the narrator adopts in a dance video she records for Davey.
ANSWER: All Fours
 
6. A character in one novel by this author goes back to Old Poor Farm, a location where he did social work in the 1970s, only to discover it's been replaced by a Walmart. In an earlier novel by this author, a character relates a long story about Tom's bookshelves, but keeps accidentally calling them "buckshelves." That debut novel by this author was widely reviewed alongside Ed Park's contemporaneous Personal Days, as both focused on 🎣 office life. The narrator of another novel by this author declares, "I promised the old man to tell it straight ... to stick to the facts" after agreeing to write a candid biography of his adopted father, Charlie Barnes. In one novel by this author, the collective narrators come up with terms such as "Walking Spanish" to describe people who had just been fired. I've gotten a few powers on (*) dentists in literature by having read this author's conspiracy-filled novel, To Rise Again at a Decent Hour. For 10 points, name this contemporary American author of Then We Came to the End.
ANSWER: Joshua Ferris
 
7. One character in this novel is teaching computers to represent the concept of a chair. To avoid embarrassment, this novel's protagonist makes up a story about how at age 15 she made out with "mandolin boy." This novel's protagonist, who enjoys the Fugees, wonders whether Zoloft will make her appreciate rap more. The protagonist of this novel has her financial aid threatened because her father confusingly marries a woman that shares the same first name as his first wife. This novel's protagonist secures a job on a literary magazine after reviewing a story about a 🎣 plumber who has sex with a housewife. The protagonist of this novel keeps a list comparing her own problems to those of Andre Breton's Nadja. This novel ends with the protagonist flying to Russia for an internship after sleeping with several men as she travels around (*) Turkey working for Let's Go, a travel series that only hires Harvard students to write for it. This sequel opens in the aftermath of a summer where the protagonist spent teaching English in Hungary with Ivan. For 10 points, name this sequel to The Idiot by Elif Batuman, which shares its title with a Kierkegaard book.
ANSWER: Either / Or
 
8. About a quarter of the way into a novel by this author, a baby with an IQ over 400 stops the narrative and asks, "Have you to this point assumed I am white? It is not important unless you want it to be." That novel by this author is narrated by Ralph and is titled Glyph. A novel by this author with colorfully named characters such as Helvetica Quip, Wesley Snipes and 🎣 Junior Junior includes a KKK rally where a klansman complains, "We don't do nothin" now ... I don't even know where my hood is. I don't even own a rope." In that novel by this author, two agents from the Mississippi Bureau of Investigation are dispatched to investigate a series of murders where the same dead body keeps being found at murder scenes holding the severed testicles of other dead bodies. That novel by this author centers on the murder of (*) Emmett Till. The title character of a recent author by this author only speaks dialect when he's around white people and taught himself to read by studying Enlightenment classics from authors such as Thomas Hobbes from Judge Thatcher's library. For 10 points, name this author of The Trees, Erasure and James.
ANSWER: Percival Everett
 
9. This author's debut novel centered on an employee for the TV show the Love Quiz who develops a chaste relationship with Stephen, an angel and former bridge builder who committed suicide in 1934. Hanna, one of this author's characters, "had a girlfriend face" rather than a "face for a grown-up woman" which kills her acting career. In that same novel by this author, Emmet goes to work for an NGO in Mali. This author's debut novel was titled 🎣 The Wig My Father Wore. In one novel by this author, Rosaleen, the family matriarch takes to the "horizontal solution" of staying in bed in response to the news that her eldest son, Dan, is planning to become a priest. This author wrote The Green Road. This author's best-known novel centers on a funeral for (*) Liam, who filled up his pockets with stones and walked out into the sea. That novel by this author centers on Veronica, a member of the gigantic Hegarty family. For 10 points, name this Irish author, who won the Booker for her novel, The Gathering.
ANSWER: Anne Enright
 
10. James Wood imagined this writer as the "author who keeps pressing Return" while crafting an "obsessive connectivity [that] resembles a kind of novelistic online search" and identified a tick of this author of over-using the word "thousands" such as when Konstance feels "From the shadows crawl a thousand demons." A 2021 New York Times profile claimed that this author had just written "a Book About Everything." In that novel, there’s an owl called Trustyfriend. One novel by this author opens with a man in his 80s directing a play for children at a local library, only for a character named 🎣 Seymour Stuhlman to burst in carrying an explosive, before the entire narrative warps back to 15th-century Thrace. That novel also features a spaceship named Argos and draws its title from Aristophanes. In this author's breakthrough novel, the protagonist's father has a job overseeing all of the (*) locks in Paris and builds detailed models of the environment for Marie-Laure LeBlanc, who is blind. This author wrote Cloud Cuckoo Land. For 10 points, name this author of All the Light We Cannot See.
ANSWER: Anthony Doerr
 
11. A character in this novel is offended when his cousin declares, "Oh, what does it matter what that man thinks of anything? He’s a novelist!"  A character in this novel believes he is being personally mocked in Edgar Allen Poe's ballon hoax and had earlier had a dispute with George Cruikshank over who should get credit for one work. During a dramatic shift in perspective in this novel, a character imagines a future where all of humanity is condemned to be on a 🎣 treadmill after spending several months enduring that punishment in Jamaica. The first of two trials in this novel ends when it's revealed that one character lacks a tattoo. A New Yorker essay published prior to the release of this novel described how the author originally didn't want to write about (*) Dickens. A character in this novel commonly referred to as "The New Mrs. Ainsworth" spectates a trial with widow Eliza Tuchet over whether the claimant is really Sir Roger Tichborne. For 10 points, name this 2023 historical novel by Zadie Smith.
ANSWER: The Fraud
 
12. In one novel by this author, the temporary loss of a flipper confirms to a group of backpacking tourists that the local whom it was borrowed from "is not the same as them, he is a fucked-up" resident of the country they're visiting. This author wrote In a Strange Room. In another novel by this author, a character describes how "A quick statement, then he's walking away.... After holding us to ransom for years and years, he just lets go and strolls out" is how 🎣 Jacob Zuma resigned. In that novel by this author, a character dies after being bitten by a snakebite in a failed attempt to set a world record for living with poisoned snakes for the benefit of an evangelical church. This author's best-known novel is centered around the funerals of four members of the (* )Swart family, beginning with that of Rachel, who had pledged to give a Black servant named Manie title to the house in which she lives. For 10 points, name this South African author who won the Booker for his novel The Promise.
ANSWER: Damon Galgut
 
13. A character in this novel goes to a psychotherapist for sex addiction only to be diagnosed as being a victim of "covert incest." Another character in this novel who is struggling to write a memoir is also working on a project where she interviews men about their penises. An elderly couple in this novel is reunited when one of them uses his extensive knowledge of case studies to make a successful diagnosis of 🎣 Kawasaki disease. In this novel, the protagonist's mother claims she is not a lesbian but develops a relationship with her "special friend," a woman named Flame who directs an adaptation of Antigone, before eventually reuniting with her husband, Shaokat. The protagonist of this novel is engaged to a fellow doctor whose feminist mother, (*) Harriet Sangster, gained fame with a nude photo. For 10 points, name this 2022 novel about the upcoming nuptials of Yasmin and Joe, written by Monica Ali.
ANSWER: Love Marriage
 
14. Late in this novel, one character decides that the focal point of Las Meninas, which is reproduced on a postcard from his wife, is the dog belonging to the princess in the painting. A character in this novel attempts to hide a cherry-sized tumor growing on his neck so that the mission won't be ended early. Another character in this novel made a connection with a fisherman after successfully scuba diving for a lost knife for over an hour; that fisherman is later caught up in a 🎣 super typhoon. This novel was inspired by watching a continuous live stream. One character in this novel jokes that he's going to go "do one for Russia" in a toilet that only two characters, Roman and Anton, can use due to geopolitical tensions. During one of the time periods that title this novel, the central characters watch on as other characters launch a mission to (*) land on the moon. Some of the characters in this novel are conducting anti-gravity experiments on mice. For 10 points, name this novella set on a space station by Samantha Harvey that won the 2024 Booker Prize.
ANSWER: Orbital
 
15. The protagonist of one novel by this author recounts how he paid $99 for a copy of the 1982 Buckley yearbook on classmates.com. This author has written about how he has seen the film American Gigolo at least 35 times, calling it a formative influence on his works. This author's Patreon page features an unedited version of his most recent novel, which was originally performed as 🎣 podcast episodes. This author's recent novel The Shards features a fictional version of himself working on his first novel and suspecting that Robert Mallory, the Buckley student he's in love with, is actually a serial killer. Quentin Tarantino supposedly has a long-gestating project to remake a film adaptation of this author's first novel, which was written while he was a student at (*) Bennington College. The original very loose film adaptation of that novel by this author cast Robert Downey Jr. as the protagonist's drug-addicted high school friend from LA, Julian Wells. For 10 points, name this author of Less Than Zero.
ANSWER: Bret Easton Ellis
 
16. One character in this novel has his reputation ruined after publishing a "poverty tourism" account of his first day in Mexico City titled "In the Bronze." That character in this novel embarks on a solo mission within Korowai National Park after being rejected at a hui run by the group he returns to. Several reviews of this novel focused on a quote by the author that "the moral development of people in plotted novels where people make choices is fascinating and important." In this novel, 🎣 Shelley Noakes pushes the title group to start offering a more conventional subscription service for the plants they grow so as to "break good." A later guerilla gardening effort in this novel on the estate of Sir Owen Darvish ends in tragedy following a scheme by the American owner of the tech firm Autonomo named (*) Robert Lemoine. For 10 points, name this 2023 novel by Eleanor Catton, titled for a collective whose name derives from a location in Macbeth.
ANSWER: Birnam Wood
 
17. A GQ article by this author was pinned to CNN anchor Don Lemon's unusual pronunciation of "sorbet." In a novel by this author, one of the main characters routinely drinks a substance that causes your brain to become "a veritable slot machine of flashing light bulbs" called a Mulholland Backflip. In this author's debut novel, fake dating apps such as Forage and Reach are used by a middle-aged 🎣 hepatologist. That novel by this author is partly narrated by Libby and centers on a character who disappears from her children, Hannah and Solly, leaving them with her husband, Toby, who turns out to be an unreliable narrator. The actor Mandy Patinkin appears in this author's most recent novel, (*) Long Island Compromise. This author rose to prominence with articles in the New York Times Magazine such as "How Goop's Haters Made Gwyneth Paltrow's Company Worth $250 Million." For 10 points, name this author of celebrity profiles and the novel Fleishman Is in Trouble.
ANSWER: Taffy Brodesser-Akner
 
18. One character in this novel compares a cut on her knee to "the bad special effects" in a movie she had just watched, Face/Off. A child in this novel declares "sugar eats your bones" after the protagonist pretends to be a friend of the family and buys him an ice cream. After getting caught in a riptide, this novel's protagonist gets into a minor 🎣 car accident. This novel's protagonist keeps ignoring threatening messages on her phone from Dom, a man she stole drugs and money from. This novel's protagonist improvises her way through places to stay while waiting for a Labor Day party in the (*) Hamptons being held by Simon, a man she met while working as an escort. For 10 points, the flighty character Alex is the protagonist of what 2023 Novel of the Summer by Emma Cline?
ANSWER: The Guest
 
19. A grandmother in this novel who is dying of cancer is celebrated for the many abortifacient potions she knows. This novel opens with a character in a situation where the smell "overwhelms like a faceful of pig shit" as his grandfather teaches him how to kill a goat. A character in this novel survives the Deepwater Horizon disaster. One character in this novel is told about a lynching by a prostitute known as the 🎣 Sunshine Woman. Michael, who has recently been released from prison, buys the protagonist of this novel some milk and some charcoal at a gas station after she's forced to swallow a bag of drugs when pulled over. A character in this novel sees a bird with scales on it after being savagely beaten at (*) Parchman Farm. In this novel, Jojo's mother Leonie leads a road trip up to a Mississippi prison. For 10 points, name this novel, the winner of the 2017 National Book Award for Fiction, by Salvage the Bones author Jesmyn Ward.
ANSWER: Sing, Unburied, Sing
 
20. In a recently published sequel by this author, the trickster figure Hobomock confronts the Devil, and John F. Kennedy Jr. comes back to life.  This author collaborated with director Bill Gunn on a working-class soap opera titled Personal Problems. A Michele Wallace essay on this author's "Female Troubles" analyzed the sexism in a novel by this author where producer Barbara Sedgwick decides to champion a reclamation of Eva Braun rather than the title play by author Ian Ball, 🎣 Reckless Eyeballing. One play by this author was based on the relationship between Andy Warhol and Jean-Michel Basquiat and is titled The Slave Who Loved Caviar. This author provided his own cartoons for his 2011 novel in defense of O.J. Simpson, Juice!. (*) Alice Walker called out the sexism in this author's character of Mammy Barracuda from his mock slave narrative, Flight to Canada. For 10 points, name this author that drew on A Christmas Carol for his 2019 critique of Ron Chernow and the title character in The Haunting of Lin-Manuel Miranda, and who also wrote Mumbo Jumbo.
ANSWER: Ishmael Reed

