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1. This country is the only one besides the US to offer fixed-rated 30-year home mortgages. A Prime Minister of this country was forced from office following an unpopular 2013 sale to Goldman Sachs of an 18% stake in its state-controlled fossil fuel company, then named DONG. President Obama's surprisingly popular openly gay ambassador to this country hosted the award-winning TV program I Am the Ambassador From America and is named 🎣 Rufus Gifford. In 2024, Rebecca Mead profiled the chef behind the "gastronomic opera" on offer at Alchemist in this country's capital. A few months earlier, the New York Times analyzed the town of Kalundborg in this country, whose economy has been transformed by the blockbuster success of (*) Wegovy and Ozempic by Novo Nordisk. This country's female prime minister is the first to serve under a monarch who came to power following his mother's 2024 abdication, Frederik X. For 10 points, name this Nordic country led by Prime Minister Mette Frederiksen.
ANSWER: Denmark
 
2. This man's father worked as a nuclear engineer in his hometown of Richland, Washington. This man broke off an engagement with Alice Gillis after she demanded that he resign from the military in order to marry her. At the 2019 Al Smith Dinner, this man joked that a former boss "earned his spurs in a 🎣 letter from a doctor" and stated, "I'm not just an overrated general, I am the greatest, the world's most overrated." This man quoted Napoleon's saying, "If you start to take Vienna, take Vienna!" in outrage after being ordered by George W. Bush to abort an operation on (*) Falluja. This man's friends generally don't call him by the nickname that Donald Trump used when he announced his appointment to his first-term cabinet: "mad dog". For 10 points, name this former Secretary of Defense.
ANSWER: Jim Mattis [or James Norman Mattis]
 
3. One critic of this country's government was dubiously accused of "not only screwing her driver; she is also screwing the nation" and was arrested for selling drugs. In May 2018, the female chief justice of this country's Supreme Court was fired on trumped-up charges of not properly filling out financial disclosure forms. In 1999, citizens of this country panicked that there had been a coup after a powerplant was brought offline by a 🎣 swarm of jellyfish. Convicts in this country are so scared of the police that 2,221 of them voluntarily turned themselves in after its Bureau of Corrections announced only 1,914 had incorrectly been released in a scandal involving rapist and former mayor Antonio Sanchez. Workers from this country in the United States are assisted by the Damayan Migrant Workers Association. Like The Vatican, (*) divorce is illegal in this country. In 2001, this country's huge population of overseas workers were encouraged to send money home by then-president Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo. For 10 points, name this country formerly ruled by Rodrigo Duterte.
ANSWER: The Philippines
 
4. Justin Hartfield and Doug Francis founded a popular mapping business for this industry. Some insurance-related protections for this industry in the CLAIM Act were originally proposed as part of the SAFE Banking Act, which grants this industry some protections from the USA PATRIOT Act. Raj Dhanda sued a business in this industry for violating 🎣 RICO laws before welcoming one into Boston's Crimson Galleria mall. In 2021, banks made an estimated $500 million in transaction fees on the "cashless ATMs" widely used in this industry in the US. Israeli chemist Raphael Mechoulam co-founded an international organization to expand this industry into (*) medicine. Materials for products sold by this industry in the United States by FDA law must come from the University of Mississippi, resulting in Sativex not being sold in the US. For 10 points, name this industry whose recreational form was first legalized in Washington State and Colorado.
ANSWER: legalized marijuana industry [or medical marijuana industry; accept answers like pot industry]
 
5. Four years before he became president, a politician in this country went to Instagram to announce that he'd be stepping away from his parliamentary duties for a few weeks to treat his OCD. Some protests in this country were inspired by the slogan, "If Pikachu fell over and kept on dancing, how can we not go on marching" by a woman known as "Aunt Pikachu" who later appeared on its List of People coalition. The most popular of a number of 🎣 initiatives in this country was the "don't mess with my money" initiative to protect individual retirement pensions. In 2021, protestors in this country chanted "Chau vieja CTM" after the death of Lucía Hiriart, the widow of a longtime ruler of this country. In 2022, a committee working on a new constitution for this country approved a measure to nationalize its mineral wealth. 2019 protests in this country sparked (*) Sebastian Pinera to send out the army, only the second time that's happened since the Pinochet era. For 10 points, name this South American country whose economy is dominated by the copper industry.
ANSWER: Chile
 
6. Description acceptable. Marie Hadley did fieldwork to study potential charges that one of these artworks was cultural appropriation. Tau Henare called a lawsuit over a copyright violation over one of these artworks "a bit rich." One of these artworks was inspired by a reading of the memoir Days of Grace by Arthur Ashe. The creator of one of these artworks, S. Victor Whitmill, sued 🎣 Warner Brothers for the appearance of an exact copy of one of these artworks in a 2011 film directed by Todd Phillips. Some of these artworks were created in the aftermath of a trial involving Desiree Washington. Stu Price gets a copy of one of these artworks in a mediocre (*) sequel that several activists have claimed it a form of cultural appropriation of the ta moko tradition. One man got a temporary copy of the most prominent of these artworks prior to a November 2024 event where he fought with the elderly possessor of these artworks. For 10 points, name this body art, none of which is depicted in the NES game Punch-Out!!.
ANSWER: Mike Tyson's tattoos [prompt on tattoos or body art]
 
7. Justin Moser co-created the Frontier Organization to field Democratic candidates in rural counties in this state. A one-time Teacher of the Year in this state, Shawn Sheehan, lost a statewide election in 2016 and subsequently moved to a neighboring state to earn more money. In 2018, Tyson Todd Meade lost a primary election for a US House seat in this state to 🎣 Kendra Horn; Meade was once in the band Chainsaw Kittens. Tycoons Edward L. Gaylord and Clayton Bennett helped pass a 1992 bill in this state that requires a three-quarters majority in the legislature to raise new taxes. This state's richest man, Harold Hamm, has a net worth of about four times its annual budget. In the six year period from 2008 until 2014, the number of (*) magnitude 3.0 or greater earthquakes increased from about 1 per year to 585 in this state. Following the 2020 McGirt decision, a court in this state's town of Tahlequah saw its number of criminal cases increase from 70 to 4,000 per year. Many buildings in this state are named for wildcatters such as Sarkeys J. Sarkeys and Boone Pickens. For 10 points, name this state that in 2021 commemorated the centenary of the Tulsa Race Massacre.
ANSWER: Oklahoma
 
8. This company was founded in 2014 with $14 million in funding from Guggenheim Partners and included executives such as former Oscilloscope Laboratories founder David Fenkel. A $5 per month AAA membership to this company grants you access to titles such as the Safe Travels Zine.  One founder of this company, a graduate of Emory University, worked for Merchant Ivory Productions and is named 🎣 Daniel Katz. This company was named for a road connecting Teramo to Rome sometimes called Strada dei Parchi. On this company's namesake podcast, Greta Gerwig discussed her connections to Sacramento. Projects by this company include (*) Crystal Lake, a prequel to Friday the 13th, part of its slate of "elevated horror" along with The Killing of a Sacred Deer. For 10 points, name this TV and film distribution company that won a Best Picture for Everything Everywhere All at Once.
ANSWER: A24 [or A24 Films LLC]
 
9. The phrase "Article 15" in this country refers to the clause of its constitution that asks citizens to figure out matters for themselves. Leaked data from a fraudulent 2018 election in this country revealed that a former ExxonMobil exec had captured as much as 60% of the vote despite his official total of 19%. In 2017, the US sanctioned Israeli billionaire 🎣 Dan Gertler as part of an effort to get this country's president to not seek an unconstitutional third term. American ambassador Lucy Tamlyn promised "fullest" cooperation after an American marijuana dealer named Benjamin Zalman-Polun was arrested in a failed coup in this country that was livestreamed by Christian Malanga in May 2024. This country's sheltering of members of the (*) FDLR is why another country has backed the M23 rebels in a civil war in this country. This country was once ruled by Joseph Kabila. For 10 points, name this country led by Félix Tshisekedi from Kinshasa.
ANSWER: Democratic Republic of the Congo [or DRC]
 
10. This man's first business success came after he purchased a Newfoundland paper mill that was unaffected by Nixonian price controls called the Rand-Whitney Paper Company. This person beat out Victor Kiam to win control over an asset that was on the market because the Sullivan family went heavily into debt financing Michael Jackson's Victory tour. This man paid $50,000 to win the contract for 🎣 Martina Navratilova to play for his team the Lobsters in World Team Tennis. Lawyer Alex Spiro helped this man beat charges for an incident at a business in Jupiter, Florida called (*) Orchids of Asia. According to the documentary The Dynasty, this massage parlor enthusiast quipped, "Mr. President, you could kill someone without it" in an exchange about his soon-to-be-stolen Super Bowl ring with Vladimir Putin. For 10 points, name this owner of the New England Patriots.
ANSWER: Robert Kraft [or Robert Kenneth Kraft]
 
11. People in this country burned down existing trees to get money to plant new ones in its poorly thought out Planting Life initiative. The most high-profile "republican austerity" measure enacted in this country resulted in an object being sold to Tajikistan in 2023 for $92 million. In 2019, a rigged "popular consultation" resulted in a "yes" vote for a new 🎣 train and oil refinery in this country. This country's constitution goes well beyond UN rights to asylum, granting asylum to anyone fleeing widespread violence, although migrants must stay in the state in which they arrive, usually in its poorer (*) South. This country's former president campaigned on the slogan "hugs, not bullets" but went on to establish a new National Guard that has failed to decrease the influence of the Army. This country's current president is a former climate scientist. For 10 points, name this country once led by Andrés Manuel López Obrador.
ANSWER: Mexico
 
12. Members of this organization include the Tehran-born Jila Mossaed and Bo Ralph, the latter of whom succeeded a member who had a colon in his middle name. Another member of this organization, its pro tempore permanent secretary, is described by Wikipedia as "a key introducer of the work of Jacques Derrida." The eighteen members of this group meet each Thursday night for a ritual restaurant meal, a tradition that was challenged when 🎣 Kerstin Ekman was made its chair. The French photographer Jean-Claude Arnault, who is married to a member of this organization, was at the center of a sex abuse scandal that caused it to cancel its most important proceedings in 2018. The aforementioned Kerstin Ekman left this organization when she couldn't get it to support (*) Salman Rushdie during the fatwa affair. Pola Oloixarac called this organization's most recent choice "basic," indirectly not appreciating the work of Deborah Smith. This organization most recently changed the life of Han Kang. For 10 points, name this institution that notoriously honored Bob Dylan in 2016.
ANSWER: Swedish Academy [or Svenska Akademien; prompt on Nobel Prize committee]
 
13. In 2020, Muslims in this country were able to start tuning into the "sopan streams" of its sharia-compliant Nurflix service. A property in this country attracted Chinese investors with images of gold-medalists Du Li and Pang Wei proclaiming, "Welcome home, Olympic champions!" In April 2018, this country's parliament passed a bill imposing six-year jail sentences on publishers who post stories that are "wholly or partly false." One politician in this country created affirmative action programs for the "sons of the soil" referred to as 🎣 bumiputera.  In 2018, this country announced it was cancelling the twenty billion dollar East Coast Rail Link that would have been financed with Belt and Road money. Following a regime change in this country, visas are no longer being granted to some foreigners in its supposedly eco-friendly Forest City project in Iskandar Puteri. In 2017, (*) VX nerve agent was used to assassinate the half-brother of Kim John Un at the airport in this country's capital. For 10 points, name this Asian country where a lot of enterprises have set up factories in a free trade zone in Penang.
ANSWER: Malaysia
 
14. A journalist who lives in this major city named Shaun Raviv recorded Noble, the acclaimed 2024 podcast about the Tri-State Crematory scandal. This city's mayor declared "supporting our officers and holding them accountable are not mutually exclusive" following the shooting of Rayshard Brooks at a Wendy's. Peyton Forest was fired following one scandal amongst 🎣 public sector works in this city. A proposed project in this city will drain its vulnerable South River has been opposed by "forest defenders" such as Manuel "Tortuguita" Paez Teran, who was killed during a police raid in 2023. 11 school officials in this city were initially given sentences of up to 20 years on racketeering charges from a massive (*) cheating scandal broken by its Journal-Constitution newspaper. A proposed training facility to be built atop 85 acres of DeKalb County woodland in this city has been dubbed Cop City. For 10 points, name this city.
ANSWER: Atlanta
 
15. In 2017, Warren Buffett sold 81 million shares of this company after taking a twelve billion dollar position on it in 2011. Gene Amdahl coined the term "FUD" for the tactics used by this company. Executives at this company targeted so-called "dinobabies" in documents revealed as part of an 🎣 age discrimination lawsuit. A researcher at this company's Zurich lab who died in 2023 named K. Alex Müller co-won the 1987 Nobel Prize in Physics for work on high-temperature superconductivity. This company's CEO (*) Arvind Krishna took over from Gini Rometty and had previously overseen its acquisition of RedHat. MD Anderson Cancer Centre abandoned a plan to use a high-profile AI service from this company for healthcare. This company divested from most of the hardware business in 2005 with a sale to Lenovo. For 10 points, name this technology company behind Watson.
ANSWER: IBM
 
16. Hacked emails from the PR firm Otaiba provide evidence for a coordinated campaign against this country. A foundation named for this country produced a controversial map that made its way into Brooklyn's PS 261 that did not include Israel. Negotiations conducted in this country secured the release of a man held in captivity in another country, 🎣 Bo Bergdahl. Anthropologist John McManus's book on the "hidden" aspects of this country examines its kafala system of labor sponsorship. It's not Egypt, but Bob Menendez was found guilty of sharing sensitive info with this country. This country pays for most of the operating costs of the Al Udeid Air Base, a strategically important US base in this country. Since fleeing Syria in 2012, (*) Hamas leader Khaled Meshal has taken up residence in this country. This country has the world's third-largest natural gas reserves. For 10 points, name this country where many laborers died constructing the stadiums for the 2022 World Cup.
ANSWER: Qatar
 
17. In early 2024, this man's government announced an import ban of keyless entry copying devices such as the Flipper Zero. This politician has a tattoo of a raven on his shoulder. Early in his political career, this man appeared on a televised boxing match against Patrick Brazeau to raise money for cancer research. This politician went viral for a much-rehearsed explanation of how 🎣 quantum computing worked. In one campaign, this man was attacked as "Just not ready" but was admitted to have "nice hair, though." This man's team tricked the media so they wouldn't get "ugly" shots of him walking off a bus to return to (*) 24 Sussex Drive, a residence where he grew up. In 2023, he separated from his wife Sophie Grégoire. This man's political career took off when, aged 28, he declared "Je t’aime, papa" at the televised state funeral for his father in October 2000.  For 10 points, name this Prime Minister of Canada.
ANSWER: Justin Trudeau
 
18. A 2010 hate crime in this country resulted in the death of a lesbian soccer referee Eudy Simelane. This country's narrow gauge railway network is one reason why state-owned freight rail company Transnet is in trouble. Some newly-designated indigenous groups in this country have opposed the building of a new Amazon headquarters near a site of a 1510 battle between some of its people and 🎣 Francisco de Almeida. A politician from this country who often wears a red polo shirt and red beret was arrested in 2011 for singing "Dubul' ibhunu," a song whose title is sometimes translated as "Shoot the farmer." The Ponte building in one of this country's cities was for years a vertical slum but has since been redeveloped. (*) Hazim Mustafa told Sky News that "$580,000 is nothing for a businessman like me. I don’t know what the big issue is" in an interview identifying himself as the man who paid for buffalo that caused a scandal over sofa money for this country's president. For 10 points, name this country led by Cyril Ramaphosa.
ANSWER: South Africa
 
19. In 2021, politicians in this country were implicated in the "Pferzli" scandal over Covid vaccines. Since a 2022 corruption scandal, this country's DMV, nicknamed "the Nafaa," has been completely shut down, and it also ran out of high-quality paper to issue passports. In 2009, future Pandora Papers target Riad Salame was voted Central Banker of the Year for insulating this country from the Great Recession by banning investments in subprime mortgages. "Generator mafias" control most of the power generation in this country. The website jidarsot.com tracks Sonic Booms from warplanes flying over this country. People angry about the economy in this country rioted following the introduction of the (*) "WhatsApp tax." This country's economy collapsed in the late 2010s in part because unofficial policies of offering extra percentages to people converting dollars to lira. For a time, this country's richest man was also its Prime Minister and is named Najib Mikati. For 10 points, name this country whose capital has recently been bombed by Israel in a war against Hezbollah.
ANSWER: Lebanon
 
20. Ben Bland's book Man of Contradictions is about this man's "struggle to remake" his country. Early in his life, this man worked as a furniture maker. This man's successor as governor, a Christian, was jailed for blasphemy after supposedly insulting the Koran. Resource nationalism pursued under this man's administration resulted in it moving up the chain in producing batteries from its massive 🎣 nickel mining industry. This man was succeeded as governor of his nation's capital by Basuki Tjahaja Purnama, also known as Ahok.  This man took his highest office in 2014, succeeding a politician known as (*) SBY. This man's 36-year-old eldest son was granted a controversial exception to run for the vice presidency in 2024 and is named Gibran Rakabuming Raka. For 10 points, name this former President of Indonesia.
ANSWER: Joko Widodo [or Jokowi]

