Film Tournament

Packet Nine

Questions by Mike Cheyne
1. At one point in this film, a character points out that “corpulence makes a man reasonable,” noting that tyrants “are invariably thin.” Near the end, a character looks at daggers, concludes one is prettier, and stabs himself behind a curtain. The producer and star of this film is credited with breaking the blacklist for insisting that screenwriter Dalton Trumbo receive a credit. The protagonist has his life spared after losing a fight to the Ethiopian Draba. A now-restored scene in this movie featured Anthony Hopkins and Tony Curtis dubbing voices of characters talking about “eating oysters” and “eating snails” as a metaphor for sexuality. The protagonist of this movie is last seen being told by Varinia that his son is a free man. After all of his men claim to be the title character, they are crucified along the Appian Way. For 10 points, name this movie starring Kirk Douglas as the title rebellious gladiator.
ANSWER: Spartacus
2. In one of this actor’s roles, he plays a macho sports reporter who is saved from gangsters by the effeminate choreographer Randy. In another film, his character is shot in the back by Hunt Bromley, which results in Bromley inheriting Jimmy Ringo’s position as a target for every would-be hotshot in the west. That film starring this man, The Gunfighter, was alluded to in the Bob Dylan song “Brownsville Girl.” This actor played an amnesiac man who has a phobia about parallel lines against a white background, a reference to his belief that he killed Dr. Edwardes during a ski trip. In his most famous role, the black spectators in the upper gallery of a court room stand in salute as he walks by, despite having failed in his defense of Tom Robinson. For 10 points, name this actor who starred as Atticus Finch in To Kill a Mockingbird.

ANSWER: (Eldred) Gregory Peck 
3. In one of this actor’s roles, he gives a girl a dog named “Albert” (Al-beare) after Albert Camus, but the dog rips up the family Bible and is kicked out. In that role, this actor’s character sends a letter, asking a friend of Sheeni to drug her with sleeping pills so she can be kicked out of a Santa Cruz boarding school. He played a character who creates a suave, mustachioed alter ego named “Francois Dillinger.” In another of this performer’s roles, he is the only straight performer in a band called The Jerk-Offs and is attempting to discover where the group “Where’s Fluffy?” is playing. This actor played the bass guitarist of the band “Sex Bob-omb,” who leaves his girlfriend Knives Chau for another woman. In one role, he plays a character who, in order to date Ramona Flowers, must defeat her seven “evil exes.” For 10 points, name this youthful actor, the star of Scott Pilgrim vs. the World.

ANSWER: Michael Austin Cera
4. In one appearance, this character asks a man about to jump from a building to hurry up because he is on his lunch break. His wife’s ex-husband, Bob, was killed by a drug cartel in Columbia, which kicked off a story where he took on Luis Rico and his men. In this character’s most recent appearance, he worked as an extra on a Lethal Agent movie, encountering a plot to smuggle in art from Yugoslavia. This man is rumored to be missing half a leg, but in actuality only has a scar. In all of this character’s appearances, he is in love with the Linda Kozlowski played journalist, Sue Charlton. First discovered in Walkabout Creek, in his most famous scene, he responds to an attempted mugging by saying “That’s not a knife” and pulling out a bowie knife. For 10 points, name this Paul Hogan played character, an Australian adventurer.

ANSWER: Mick “Crocodile” Dundee [accept any of these parts, accept Michael]
5. A difficult to understand antagonist in this movie defends his actions by saying “The men bellowed and screamed” and hurt his ear. At one point, a severely burned character continually shouts “Sins of the fathers!” as a message to the protagonist. The final conflict in this film begins after a servant discovers a golden drinking horn in a swamp. Before severely wounding one character, the title character shouts that he is “ripper…tearer…slasher…gouger!” Two monsters in this movie were created through characters sleeping with a beautiful “water demon,” who takes the form of a woman with a tail and is played by Angelina Jolie. This Robert Zemeckis film was created using motion capture, which resulted in the title character looking little like his performer, Ray Winstone. For 10 points, name this film about the title hero who fights Grendel.

ANSWER: Beowulf
6. In one scene in this movie, the protagonist jokes that his friend, Fred, not be told he’s Jewish because he loves Christmas. In one speech, the main character responds to a quotation from Julius Caesar by noting three lines earlier is the line about the fault not being in the stars, but in ourselves. At the end of this film, the protagonist states that a study of Middle East policy should take up “the time normally used by Steve Allen.” Subplots in this movie include Joseph and Shirley Wershba attempting to hide their marriage, as well as the suicide of co-worker Don Hollenbeck. The protagonist is spurred to action to defend Air Force Lieutenant Milo Radulovich.  The title of this film is the line used by the protagonist in ending his broadcasts on programs like See It Now. For 10 points, name this George Clooney directed movie focusing on journalist Edward R. Murrow’s conflict with Joseph McCarthy.

ANSWER: Good Night, and Good Luck.
7. In one of this director’s movies, two characters’ animated discussion is punctuated by the camera focusing on the film Ben-Hur being shown on television. In another of his films, the fake sitcom “I Love Mallory” shows a character’s relationship with her abusive, Rodney Dangerfield played father. That film by this man ends with the death of the host of the show American Maniacs. Besides directing the story of Tony D’Amato and his star quarterback, “Steamin’” Willie Beamen, this director filmed the true story of Ron Kovic, who becomes paralyzed and then a key leader of Vietnam Veterans Against the War. In one of his films, the Charlie Sheen played Bud Fox encounters a character who tells him that “greed, for lack of a better word, is good” and is the Michael Douglas played Gordon Gekko. For 10 points, name this director of Born on the Fourth of July and Wall Street. 

ANSWER: (William) Oliver Stone
8. One character in this film babbles that “somebody screamed” while having a mental breakdown in a shower, only for another character to point “That was you, Alice.” This film is noted for using flash forward sequences, such as one showing Robert being thrown in prison before depicting his crime. One character is a sailor named Harry, who dies wearing a tracksuit but is still dragged across the finish line by his partner. Another character in this movie is the Gig Young played Rocky, who frequently shouts “Yowza! Yowza! Yowza!”, and closes the film by shouting “HOW LONG CAN THEY LAST?” In the ending scene, Robert asks the title question after obliging the Jane Fonda played Gloria’s request to kill her to end her misery. For 10 points, name this 1969 film about a Depression-era dance marathon.

ANSWER: They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?
9. In one of this actor’s roles, he is last seen getting into his car, where a thug played by Pierce Brosnan holds him at gunpoint. That film ends with a long shot of him pensively looking stunned and defeated. Besides playing Harold in The Long Good Friday, this man played a villain’s sidekick possibly last seen as a garbage sweeper in a London park. In another of his roles, he played a character whose brother was slain by having a piano dropped on his head. In that role, this actor sings “This singin’ ain’t my line; it’s tough to make a rhyme” as he performs pratfalls which make some villains literally laugh themselves to death. This actor played a man hired by R.K. Maroon to investigate rumors about the unfaithfulness of Jessica, the wife of a major Toon star. For 10 points, name this English actor who played Smee in Hook and detective Eddie Valiant in Who Framed Roger Rabbit?
ANSWER: Robert William “Bob” Hoskins Jr.
10. An early scene in this movie is set in a restaurant, as shots of championship steers are shown right before the stiff looking protagonist, who was earlier vacantly watching a clock tick to 5:00 PM. One character in this film, a waterbed salesman named Randall, tries to get the title character to invest in a pyramid scheme, and during a wedding, banally says “when I say day, I mean all 24 hours and all 1,440 minutes.” In its final scene, the protagonist looks at a simple drawing of stick figures representing himself and a child and cries. Throughout this movie, the protagonist writes letters to a boy he sponsors in Africa named Ndugu. This movie may be best known for a scene in which the protagonist is hit on in a hot tub by a nude woman played by Kathy Bates. For 10 points, name this film starring Jack Nicholson as the title character, who deals with retirement and the death of his wife.

ANSWER: About Schmidt
11. In one scene in this film, a character is woken up and says he was dreaming about “swimming with dolphins” and “looking for the fourth dimension.” Another character jokingly claims to have stolen something from the mailman, exaggeratedly saying “I strangled him and his body’s decomposing in my locker” as he holds his hands out to be cuffed. The protagonist of this movie responds to receiving the middle finger by saying he is the “finger man too” and wiggles his fingers to represent 27, 54, and 72. In one scene, the protagonist, who stresses the need for desire or ganas, has a group of people repeat the phrase “A negative times a negative equals a positive.” This movie ends with the class successfully retaking the AP Calculus exam, refuting earlier charges of cheating. For 10 points, name this movie about real-life Los Angeles high school math teacher Jaime Escalante.

ANSWER: Stand and Deliver
12. In one scene in this film, a character is identified by two parallel scars on his right forearm, which he was born with. The final line is that of Schaffer wryly suggesting that the “next time” something like that happens, it should be “an all-British operation.” The protagonist of this film uses the alias “Broadsword” while communicating with his superior, code-named “Danny Boy.” It ends with Colonel Turner, now exposed as a traitor, jumping out of a plane. The original mission in this film, that of rescuing D-Day planner General Carnaby, is revealed to be a trick in a scene where Smith bluffs that he is a SS agent as a way of discovering the names of German spies in Britain. For 15 points, name this World War II film in which characters played by Richard Burton and Clint Eastwood lead a commando mission against a Nazi fortress in the Alps.

ANSWER: Where Eagles Dare
13. This actor played a writer who says “I like it when a guy comes up to me a week later and says ‘Hey man, I saw your play…what happened?” In that role, he deadpans “that is one nutty hospital” while watching his roommate. In one of this actor’s film appearances, he asks Stan “What kind of camera is that?” and tells him to close the lens cap after another character disappears on a golf course. In that film, he is mistaken for Dan Aykroyd by Mr. Swackhammer and says that he does not play defense. In another appearance, as this actor is dying, he muses he was “never a very good practical joker” and says one of his regrets was Garfield. Besides playing himself in Zombieland, he portrayed a man who goes to Tokyo to film a whisky advertisement and who bonds with a young woman played by Scarlett Johansson. For 10 points, name this man who played an aging actor in Lost in Translation.

ANSWER: William James “Bill” Murray
14. This director made a film in which the title character, after digging up his father’s grave to retrieve a lottery ticket, is cursed to wear a horrifyingly contorted grin on his face. Besides Mr. Sardonicus, he directed a film in which a movie theater owner murders his deaf-mute wife by frightening her to death. In one of this director’s films, Frederick Loren offers guests $10,000 if they will stay in the title location the entire night. In another film this man directed, Vincent Price plays a scientist who discovers that humans have a parasite that grows stronger during fear and is only vanquished by screaming. He infamously used such gimmicks as “Percepto,” in which buzzers were placed in theater seats to surprise viewers at key moments. For 10 points, name this director best known for gimmicky horror films such as the original House on Haunted Hill and The Tingler.

ANSWER: William Castle [do not accept “William Malone”]
15. In one of this director’s movies, a baker’s assistant breaks down, taking out a picture of his mother and asking if she was indeed feeble-mind. That film had this man direct Montgomery Clift as a man who had been forcibly sterilized. One of his films ends with a character singing “Long Gone” as bloodhounds are heard in the distance after being unable to pull his friend up onto a train to make their escape. In one of this man’s films, Noah Cullen and “Joker” Jackson escape from a chain gang while shackled together, eventually learning to overcome their racism. In another film he directed, Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hepburn play a couple who are stunned to discover their daughter is marrying a black man. For 10 points, name this director best known for his “message movies,” such as The Defiant Ones and Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner.

ANSWER: Stanley Earl Kramer
16. Early in this movie, a character complains about “Sony this, Toshiba that,” reinforcing the theme of “buying direct from the manufacturer.” One protagonist has his German Shepherd killed by a man who threatens his mother, the corrupt Nick Trupo. That character in this film has a nephew who abandons the chance to play for the New York Yankees, only to be caught by a man who notes “Out at home, baby.” An ending card reveals that one of the protagonists became a defense attorney for the other main character, who had earlier been arrested after leaving a church service with his family. The title character in this movie makes a fortune smuggling “Blue Magic” heroin by way of returning soldiers from Vietnam, although he is ultimately brought down by the Russell Crowe played Richie Roberts. For 10 points, name this movie starring Denzel Washington as mobster Frank Lucas.

ANSWER: American Gangster
17. In a follow-up work to this film, a scientist creates a formula called “X-Factor” and discovers that another scientist is his estranged wife, Gloria. Comic relief in this movie is provided by the cook, “Cookie,” who reacts with shock when a character offers to provide him with 60 gallons of whiskey. This film begins with the protagonists being tasked to investigate the fate of the Bellerophon, whose only survivor turns out to be its linguist. One character in this movie does not know what a bathing suit is and is named Altaira. The central mystery is solved after “Doc” Ostrow fatally uses the “plastic educator” to finally learn the truth about Krell civilization. This movie ends with the destruction of Altair-IV after Dr. Morbius is killed by a creature emerging from his own id. For 10 points, name this science fiction film which introduced Robby the Robot and is somewhat an adaptation of The Tempest.

ANSWER: Forbidden Planet [accept Return to the Forbidden Planet]
18. A sequel to a film with this name was about the protagonist’s daughter, Amy, whose imaginary friend is the daughter of his father’s deceased wife. In one film with this name, a character owns a statue of a medieval king impaling a beast with a sword, foreshadowing that character being wounded with a sword by her psychiatrist, Dr. Judd. That movie with this name features a scene where animals in a pet shop go crazy when the female lead walks in. In a later film with this title, the title characters must only have sex with siblings to prevent their transformations. That 1982 film with this name featured a theme song by David Bowie named for the title figures, played by Malcolm McDowell and Nastassja Kinski, who ends the film apparently living in a zoo. For 10 points, give the common name of a Val Lewton and Paul Schrader film featuring characters who can adopt a feline form.
ANSWER: Cat People [accept The Curse of the Cat People] 

19. The protagonist of this film publishes such books as Little Women, which he renames “The Secrets of A GIRLS DORMITORY.” In the last scene, Tom McKenzie innocently shows up to retrieve a kayak paddle, only to find the main character in a frantic mood. This film’s protagonist imagines his wife watching a commercial in which a speaker warns about the “monstrous man terrorizing young girls in New York.” In one scene that contradicts an earlier fantasy, a character is unimpressed with Rachmaninoff, but is excited to hear “Chopsticks.” This film begins with Richard Sherman sending his family off to Maine for the summer, but he soon becomes distressed that he is attracted to his sexy upstairs neighbor. For 10 points, name this comedy, best known for a scene in which a Marilyn Monroe played character stands on a subway grate as her white dress is blown up.

ANSWER: The Seven Year Itch
20. Near the end of this movie, Major Cassius Starbuckle nominates Buck Langhorne for Congress while at a convention in which numerous people hold signs saying “Farmers for Statehood.” In one scene in this film, a character insists that his black farmhand, Pompey, should be served a drink before going home and setting fire to an uncompleted bedroom. The protagonist initially arrives in the town of Shinbone to start a law practice, where he teaches his future wife Hallie and also meets a man who calls him “pilgrim,” Tom Doniphon. When a reporter finally learns the truth in this film, he tells Ransom Stoddard that “when the legend becomes fact, print the legend.” For 10 points, name this John Ford film which ultimately reveals that a John Wayne played rancher, not a Jimmy Stewart played senator, killed a certain outlaw.

ANSWER: The Man Who Shot Liberty Valance 
