Film Tournament

Packet Six

Questions by Mike Cheyne
1. In one of this actor’s films, he plays an apparel company executive who ends the film by trying to play in a Little League game, only for a kid to yell “You can’t play with us, mister!” In that film, his character tries to save his company by ordering the torching of his warehouse. In a movie he made for director Costa Gavras, this man played the father of journalist Charles Horman, who disappeared in Chile during Pinochet’s coup. This actor played a character whose distracting phone call about franks and beans causes his friend to miss a triple play at Shea Stadium. In one of his films, this star of Save the Tiger and Missing plays a suicidal neat freak forced to move in with slob friend Oscar Madison, a part later portrayed by Tony Randall on television. For 10 points, name this man who played Felix Unger in The Odd Couple, co-starring with frequent partner Walter Matthau.
ANSWER: John Uhler “Jack” Lemmon III
2. In one scene in this film, a character asks how many minutes there are between the first and second whistle blows of a policeman directing traffic. Near the end, the title character tells her roommate she would hate to see the country endangered by her underwear. This movie ends with three characters running a restaurant, only for one of them, Kopalski, to stand outside, holding a sign accusing his partners of being unfair to him. In its most famous scene, a character tells a joke about a “cup of coffee without cream” which gets no reaction, only for the title character to laugh uncontrollably after he falls over in his chair. The plot of this movie is set in motion when the exiled Grand Duchess Swana hears about three agents arriving in Paris to sell confiscated imperial jewelry. For 10 points, name this Ernst Lubitsch film starring Greta Garbo as the title Soviet envoy who ends up seduced by the west.

ANSWER: Ninotchka
3. Near the end of this movie, the protagonist, while under the influence of truth serum, talks about how he will kill his interrogator, ending with noting he picked his handcuffs. The villain of this film is killed when his backpack is caught on a missile, which the hero launches at an enemy helicopter after saying “You’re fired.” At one point, the hero fantasizes about punching out the obnoxious car salesman, Simon, who poses as a spy to get women, but pees his pants when the hero confronts him. In one scene in this movie, the main character rides a horse through a hotel in pursuit of a villain. The protagonist, who works for the “Omega Sector,” uses a recording to tell his wife to perform a sexy dance in a darkened hotel room. For 10 points, name this movie in which Arnold Schwarzenegger plays a spy who keeps his work secret from his Jamie Lee Curtis played wife.

ANSWER: True Lies
4. One character in this movie cannot remember the name of a figure and instead refers to it “as the fat head with the bald spot—Friar Tuck.” In one of the first scenes, a woman screaming is interrupted by a jump cut to a man yawning in front of a poster of a tropical beach. One character in this movie, Robert Burke, is supposed to resemble the real-life Robert Bakker, and dies shortly after freaking out when a snake crawls into his shirt. Another character, Dieter, is killed by beings he had used a cattle prod on earlier. Supporting characters in this movie include the Vince Vaughn played photographer Nick Van Owen and a villainous nephew of one character, InGen CEO Peter Ludlow. It ends with Sarah Harding and Ian Malcolm managing to contain a Tyrannosaurus Rex on the loose in San Diego. For 10 points, name this cinematic sequel to Jurassic Park.

ANSWER: The Lost World: Jurassic Park
5. Near the end of this film, Bonnie Sherow, after having broken her heel, is told she’ll land on her feet, as she collapses on a step, weeping. In the final scene, a character visits his pregnant wife, saying “Traffic was a bitch,” echoing a one-liner said earlier by a fictional character. This film begins with a voiceover saying “Quiet on the set,” followed by a seven minute long tracking shot, featuring a character musing that Touch of Evil’s tracking shot would not fly with today’s MTV audience. Near the end, it is revealed that Habeas Corpus now has a new ending, in which Bruce Willis saves Julia Roberts from the gas chamber. This movie ends with the Tim Robbins played character Griffin Mill being blackmailed by a figure who seems to know about his murder of a screenwriter. For 10 points, name this Robert Altman film set at a Hollywood studio.
ANSWER: The Player
6. At one point in this movie, a character asks such questions as “remember the starfish at Montego Bay?” Two characters met each other when one character lost her MasterCard and ended up talking to a bank executive with his “Montana accent.” In this film, the main character sings “I’m Henry the Eighth I Am” all night long to convince con woman Oda Mae to help him, and later is taught how to move bottle caps and other objects by an angry figure on a subway. The protagonist is betrayed by his friend, Carl Bruner, who is last seen killed due to a glass window pane and being dragged away by horrific shadow beings. The most famous scene in this movie features “Unchained Melody” playing as the protagonist has a sexual encounter with his girlfriend, who is working at a potter’s wheel. For 10 points, name this movie starring Patrick Swayze as a man who is killed and becomes a specter.

ANSWER: Ghost
7. This actor portrayed a character who claims he lit a cigarette on a plane because he suspected the stewards of inappropriately touching him. That character played by this man is ultimately beaten to death and buried under a double-heart insignia at the bottom of a swimming pool. Besides playing a businessman who offers a “Time Safari” for tourists to hunt dinosaurs in A Sound of Thunder,  he played a sociopath who is killed at a Spanish villa while trying to recruit retired safe-cracker “Gal” Dove for one last job. This man played a former Iranian colonel who kills his wife and asphyxiates himself after acquiring the San Francisco home of a woman played by Jennifer Connelly. For 10 points, name this man who played Don Logan in Sexy Beast and Massoud in House of Sand and Fog, who won an Oscar for playing the title role in Gandhi.

ANSWER: Sir Ben Kingsley [accept Krishna Pandit Bhanji]
8. In one of this director’s movies, the protagonist wonders if her Shirley MacLaine played grandmother might have been the inspiration for Mrs. Robinson in The Graduate. Besides Rumor Has It…, he directed a film in which the title character sees a figure in a pink bunny suit played by Bruce Willis. That film by this director inspired the Roger Ebert review “I hated, hated, hated, hated, hated that movie” and is titled North. Memorable jokes in his films include the creation of an eighteen inch model of Stonehenge. Another sequence filmed by this director ends with the punch line “I’ll have what she’s having.” In one of this director’s films, a character nonsensically reveals the volume knob on his amplifier goes to eleven, while in another movie, a Meg Ryan character fakes an orgasm in a diner. For 10 points, name this director of This Is Spinal Tap and When Harry Met Sally…
ANSWER: Robert “Rob” Reiner 
9. He is not Howard Hawks, but in one of this director’s films, jazz music plays as a tiny dachshund drags a dinosaur bone across Santa Monica Beach. One of this director’s title characters suffers from neurotic identification empathy, causing him to have devastating sympathy pains when talking to patients, while another title character ends up sharing a bed with Roy Rogers’ horse, Trigger. In one of his comedies, mobster “Fats” Murdock wants his apparently untalented girlfriend Jerri to be a singing star, while in another, a Tony Randall played ad man tries to find a model for Stay-Put lipstick. Besides directing Bob Hope in Son of Paleface, he directed Jayne Mansfield in The Girl Can’t Help It and Will Success Spoil Rock Hunter? For 15 points, name this comedy director, best known for making such films as Cinderfella and The Geisha Boy with Jerry Lewis.

ANSWER: Frank Tashlin [accept Francis Frederick von Taschlein or Frank “Tish” Tash]

10. In one of this actor’s roles, he plays a man who journeys south with disc jockey “Doctor Rock,” who was played by Jim Belushi. In another of his films, he played a man who is brainwashed into killing his colleagues by the Spectacular Optical Corporation. One of this actor’s characters ends a film by saying “Long Live the New Flesh” and shooting himself, and had earlier seen a vision of his torso transforming into a hole that serves as a VCR. Besides playing photojournalist Richard Boyle in Salvador and cable station owner Max Renn in Videodrome, this actor portrayed the real-life murderer of Medgar Evers, Byron De La Beckwith, in Ghosts of Mississippi. He voiced the villainous Hades in the Disney film Hercules. For 10 points, name this actor, the namesake of the high school on a show he frequently appears on, Family Guy.

ANSWER: James Howard Woods
11. In this film, mistresses of characters are referred to as “furniture.” A key clue is “150 dollar-a-jar strawberry jam,” which is an excessive luxury for one woman. At one point in this movie, a character known as a “book” goes to the Supreme Exchange to review some oceanographic survey reports taken from the home of a murder victim. This film was the last one for Edward G. Robinson, who plays Sol Roth, the roommate of the protagonist, NYPD detective Robert Thorn. Near the end of this movie, Roth goes to a euthanasia center at Madison Square Garden, unable to live with his discovery. Based on Harry Harrison’s novel, Make Room! Make Room!, it features a title product which supposedly contains “high-energy plankton.” For 10 points, name this science fiction film in which a Charlton Heston played character discovers the title food source is made out of people.

ANSWER: Soylent Green
12. During a marriage scene in this film, it is revealed one character is really named “Ernest Sidney Gubbins.” Near the end a character walks into a room, pondering why “a fiddle was fit” and wearing swimming trunks. One sequence in this film is set in an empty club as a woman sings “The Man That Got Away” to an audience of chairs. In the first scene, a character insults his assistant, Matt Libby, only to be saved from embarrassment by Esther Blodgett. In one scene in this film, a character walks on stage to drunkenly repeat “I need a job,” and then accidentally slap his wife in the face. It ends with the Academy Award winning Vicki Lester appearing at the Shrine Theatre after her actor husband has drowned himself. For 10 points, name this film which ends with the Judy Garland played protagonist saying “This is Mrs. Norman Maine.”

ANSWER: A Star Is Born

13. At one point in this film, a character realizes he is being watched due to a villain calling a female character “wildcat,” a reference to her University of Arizona jacket. In the final scene, characters jokingly agree to base their relationship on sex after noting “relationships based on intense experiences never work.” The terrible sequel to this movie featured a villain named John Geiger, who was played by Willem Dafoe. The protagonist responds to a question about a hostage situation by saying he would shoot the hostage. The villain of this film, Howard Payne, taunts the hero by saying “Pop quiz, hotshot,” and is a former bomb squad member played by Dennis Hopper. For 10 points, name this action movie starring Sandra Bullock and Keanu Reeves, who must contend with a bus that cannot drop below 50 miles per hour.

ANSWER: Speed [accept The Bus That Couldn’t Slow Down]
14. In one scene in this film, the antagonist assaults a man at a party and tells his wife, “Shut up, you ugly bitch.” In another scene, Mundt throws a victim over a gigantic, snow-covered dam. After receiving an urgent message from the Steve Guttenberg played Barry Kohler, the main character of this film begins investigating the deaths of domineering, middle-aged civil servants married to much younger wives. In this movie’s last scene, the protagonist burns a list of children instead of giving it to Bennett, while youthful Bobby Wheelock processes lurid photos of murder. In the climax, the Gregory Peck played villain is brutally killed by Bobby’s Dobermans. This film’s protagonist, who is based on Simon Wiesenthal, is played by Laurence Olivier. For 10 points, name this movie in which Josef Mengele creates 94 clones of Adolf Hitler.

ANSWER: The Boys from Brazil
15. In one of this actor’s films, his character participates in a “truth circle” where he admits English is not his first language while talking with his Tom Selleck played father-in-law. In another film, he plays a man who goes on a drunken binge and receives a tough sentence by a judge played by Dennis Miller. This actor played a college student who continually journeys back in time in order to save his childhood sweetheart, played by Amy Smart, while in a more recent film, he played assassin Spencer Aimes, who wants to retire from the business to marry a woman played by Katherine Heigl. In one of his films, he played slacker Jesse Montgomery III, who becomes involved in the search for the “Continuum Transfunctioner.” This man produced his own starring roles in Killers and The Butterfly Effect. For 10 points, name this man who co-starred with Seann William Scott in Dude, Where’s My Car?
ANSWER: (Christopher) Ashton Kutcher
16. In this character’s final film, he becomes enraged after William Barton tries to frame him for murder, and he ends up destroying an electric fence and throwing Barton to his death. He slashes Edwin Thompson’s face and later attempts to sneak in through a porthole while the bandaged Thompson desperately tries to get everyone’s attention. This character was played by multiple actors, although in each film Ricou Browning performs the part at some point. In his first appearance, he notably stalks the white bathing suited Kay Lawrence as she swims. In his final appearance, this character “walks among us” and after being burned in a fire, develops lungs and can survive on land. He lives in the Amazon, but in a film about his “revenge,” he is captured and placed in a Florida Oceanarium. For 10 points, name this aquatic monster in three Universal horror movies, who is also known as the “Gill Man.”

ANSWER: the Creature from the Black Lagoon [accept Gill Man until mentioned]
17. In the first scene of this film, a character says he is a longshoreman but will soon begin the more glamorous job of night cashier. In the last shot, Howard turns off his hearing aid so he can no longer hear his wife, Helen, complaining. Earlier in this film, a woman tries to get her son to look at a rainbow while he tries to get legal advice about hitting his mother with a coffee table. That character, the mentally dysfunctional John Givings, eventually mocks the central characters, saying he’s glad he will not be their child. In one of the final scenes of this film, Shep tells his wife Milly that he doesn’t want to talk about their neighbors, the Wheelers, anymore. After Frank ultimately rules out moving to Paris, his wife, April, kills herself while trying to perform an abortion. For 10 points, name this Sam Mendes film starring Leonardo DiCaprio and Kate Winslet as a tragic suburban couple.

ANSWER: Revolutionary Road
18. In a remake of this film, a character says that Mimsie Starr just got pinched in the “Astor ball.” Besides that scene, where the male leads sing “Well, Did You Evah!”, this film’s remake also includes a scene where a character sings “Now You Has Jazz” with Louis Armstrong and his band. Remade as High Society, its first scene is a silent sequence featuring a woman breaking a man’s golf club over her knee, only to be pushed to the floor by that man. In the final shot, the head of Spy magazine photographs the main characters, including his reporter Mike Connor. This movie ends with Tracy Lord opting to remarry C.K. Dexter Haven. For 10 points, name this film in which a Katharine Hepburn played socialite’s upcoming wedding is interrupted by a Jimmy Stewart played journalist and her Cary Grant played ex-husband.

ANSWER: The Philadelphia Story [accept High Society until mentioned]
19. At the beginning of this film, Zuckie is hit by hot steam from a train after foolishly saying the protagonist’s name. In one scene, a fisherman suddenly arrives and asks to use the main character’s phone, only to be revealed to be the crooked “Trader.” In one scene in this film, a character trapped in a trunk complains he needs air, only for the protagonist to shoot four holes in the trunk. This film’s main character is betrayed by his second in command, Big Ed, and also has epileptic headaches, which require him to sit on the lap of his mother. In one scene, the protagonist is in the prison mess hall when a whispered message reaches him about his mother’s death, causing him to become violent. For 10 points, name this gangster movie which ends with the Jimmy Cagney played protagonist shouting “Made it, ma! Top of the world!” right before blowing up.

ANSWER: White Heat
20. In one of this director’s films, a mob tries to kill the wrongfully accused Joe Wilson by burning down a jail, with Wilson faking his death so that the mob can be tried for murder. In another of his movies, the brutal gangster Vince Stone punishes his girlfriend, Debby, by throwing boiling coffee in her face. This man directed a film which begins with the epigram “The mediator between head and hands must be the heart!” This director of Fury and The Big Heat directed a movie in which the death of Elsie is signified by a ball rolling away through the grass. In one of his films, the protagonist, Hans Beckert, is put on trial by the underworld and continually whistles “In the Hall of the Mountain King” while engaging in child murders. For 10 points, name this German director of the film M.
ANSWER: Friedrich Christian Anton “Fritz” Lang
