Film Tournament

Packet Two
Questions by Mike Cheyne
1. In one of this director’s films, schoolteacher Ed Avery is prescribed cortisone, which turns him psychotic. In writing a review of one of this man’s movies, Jean-Luc Godard stated “the cinema is [this man].” He directed a film in which cattle rancher Emma Small burns the saloon of Vienna, played by Joan Crawford. This man’s most famous film has a scene in which a character sees a light show about the end of the world during a school trip at Griffith Observatory. That film by this man features a character that shoots puppies and is nicknamed “Plato,” while the protagonist is forced to take part in a “chickie run” that kills Buzz. This director of Johnny Guitar created a film in which red jacket-wearing teenager Jim Stark shouts “You’re tearing me apart!” to his parents. For 10 points, name this director of Rebel Without a Cause.
ANSWER: Nicholas Ray
2. During the production of this film, a five-week strike at the studio disrupted proceedings, with strikers parodied as characters wanting to “hit the big boss for a raise.” One song in this film features the lyrics “I can stand the sight of worms and look at microscopic germs,” but the singer cannot tolerate a certain Technicolor parade. At one point, characters sing about they “saw a clothes horse rear up and buck” and that “man made a vegetable truck,” but they never saw a particular animal’s talent. In this film, the protagonist is comforted by the song “Baby Mine,” and later becomes drunk, seeing pink hallucinations and ending up the next morning in a tree. The title character is convinced of the power of a magic feather by Timothy Q. Mouse and a group of crows. For 10 points, name this Disney movie about the son of Mrs. Jumbo, a big-eared flying elephant.
ANSWER: Dumbo
3. Near the beginning of this film, Cubby Barnes buys some FrankenBerry cereal at a convenience store. The protagonist refers to the villain as “Morlock Man” and warns him that he “better get used to crawling in the dark for the rest of” his days. One criminal is identified by the way he says the phrase “Shouldn’t be a problem.” The head villain in this film kills his confederates—Clark, Miles, and Maris—in order to collect a reward. That villain is the Gary Sinise played Detective Jimmy Shaker. Its most famous scene featured Tom Mullen going on television, where he warns criminals that they have become “a two million dollar lottery ticket” because instead of paying them two million, he is putting a bounty on their heads. For 10 points, name this 1996 Ron Howard film starring Mel Gibson as a man whose son is kidnapped.

ANSWER: Ransom
4. The villain of this film annoys his sidekick, Digit, by incorrectly quoting Shakespeare, such as the line “If music be the food of love, play on, MacDuff.” One character, Gussie, pronounces words like “rally” as “wawwy”, while the French character Henri claims to be designing the Statue of Liberty. Its protagonist became the mascot and logo of the now defunct “Amblimation” studio. A sequel to this film is set in the west and features the character of famed sheriff Wylie Burp. Featuring the song “Somewhere Out There,” its hero is sold to a sweatshop by Warren T. Rat and befriends an orange vegetarian named Tiger. The protagonist of this film is separated from his family after they flee Russia for New York to avoid feline Cossacks. For 10 points, name this Don Bluth directed animated film about an immigrant mouse named Fievel.

ANSWER: An American Tail
5. This actor played Paul Boray, a violinist whose patroness is played by Joan Crawford. In another film, he played crooked lawyer Joe Morse, whose actions end up getting his older brother killed. Besides Humoresque and his second film for director Abraham Polonsky, Force of Evil, this actor starred with Lana Turner as a drifter who has an affair with a diner owner’s wife. Besides that adaptation of a James M. Cain novel, this man played young fighter Charley Davis in a 1947 film about corruption in boxing. He died in 1952 of a heart attack at age 39, shortly after being blacklisted due to refusing to name names before HUAC. For 15 points, name this intense actor, the star of The Postman Always Rings Twice and Body and Soul, who is considered a predecessor to Method actors.
ANSWER: John Garfield [accept Jacob Garfinkle]

6. A television series based on this film featured the fake companies Uber Braun and Tashimo-Pacific, who created the Johnny Cab service. The villainous taxi driver Benny is killed with a drill, prompting the line “Screw you!” At the end of this film, the villainous Cohaagen’s eyes burst out of his skull due to decompression, while the hero says “See you at the party, Richter!” after severing a henchman’s arms. The protagonist believes he is married to the Sharon Stone played Lori and is eventually aided by Kuato, a small humanoid attached to his brother George. Based on the Philip K. Dick story “We Can Remember It for You Wholesale,” this film’s protagonist, Douglas Quaid, wishes to travel to Mars. For 10 points, name this film in which Arnold Schwarzenegger plays a man who has false memories implanted into him.

ANSWER: Total Recall
7. In one of this director’s films, the protagonist pitches Vitajex, an energy supplement advertised as a libido boost. He directed a film about Archie Lee Meighan, a cotton gin owner who squabbles with Silva Vaccaro, prompting Vaccaro to try to seduce Meighan’s virginal, teenage wife. This director cast Andy Griffith as the demagogic folk singer “Lonesome” Rhodes in A Face in the Crowd. The director of Baby Doll, this man adapted a John Steinbeck novel featuring James Dean as the rebellious Cal Trask. Criticized for being a friendly witness to HUAC in 1952, he potentially answered such critics with a film about an informer who rats on union boss Johnny Friendly. That film by this director is about Terry Malloy, a former boxer turned dockworker who “could have been a contender.” For 10 points, name this director of On the Waterfront.

ANSWER: Elia Kazan [accept Elias Kazanjoglou]
8. In this film, the small role of the neighbor’s daughter, Liza, is played by B.D. Merrill, the daughter of one of the lead performers. The antagonist of this movie uses a hammer to kill the maid Elvira Stitt. The title character sings the song “I’ve Written a Letter to Daddy” and hires an obese pianist named Edwin Flagg. In this film’s climax, the antagonist runs off to buy ice cream cones, saying “You mean all this time we could have been friends?” after learning the truth about a car accident that crippled her sister. The title character serves Blanche her dead parakeet for lunch and mocks her crippled state by saying “You are in that chair!” For 10 points, name this film in which Joan Crawford plays the sister of the Bette Davis played title character, an insane former child star.
ANSWER: What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?
9. One character in this film says you must make everyone happy, which is why he became a waiter, a story which he ends with “Fuck you! I can live my own life in my own way!” In the last scene, a woman advises the audience to “try to be nice to people” and “avoid eating fat” before promising “gratuitous pictures of penises.” Near the end of this movie, the Grim Reaper interrupts a dinner party to take people to the afterlife, which turns out to be a cheesy resort where the song “Christmas in Heaven” is performed. It begins with a short film about elderly employees who turn their building into a pirate ship, a short titled The Crimson Permanent Assurance. This film features such bits as the obese Mr. Creosote exploding when he eats a wafer-thin mint, as well as the song “Every Sperm is Sacred.” For 10 points, name this Monty Python film whose sketches begin with “The Miracle of Birth” and end with “Death.”
ANSWER: Monty Python’s The Meaning of Life [prompt on Crimson Permanent Assurance until mentioned]
10. In the ending scene of this movie, a character makes a well received speech that features the line “If I can change, and you can change, everybody can change!” The protagonist gives a birthday present of a robot, which is re-programmed to have a sexy female voice. The wife of this movie’s antagonist notes he is “like your Popeye. He ate his spinach every day.” In one scene, a character wears American flag shorts as he enters to the tune of James Brown’s “Living in America.” The antagonist of this film says things like “If he dies, he dies,” and “I must break you.” Improbably, the crowd cheers in the climax after the protagonist defeats the man who killed Apollo Creed, Ivan Drago. For 10 points, name this entry in a Sylvester Stallone series where the title character goes to the Soviet Union for a boxing match.

ANSWER: Rocky IV
11. In one of this actor’s roles, he plays a trust fund orphan who marries Randy Monaghan and refuses to leave his room, even though it is near the sound of trains. He portrayed pitcher Grover Cleveland Alexander in The Winning Team. In this man’s final film, he played gangster Jack Browning in an adaptation of Ernest Hemingway’s The Killers. His performance as Drake McHugh in Kings Row inspired his autobiography’s title, Where’s the Rest of Me?, which refers to a scene in which his legs are needlessly amputated. One of this actor’s best known roles was as a college professor who tries to prove nurture over nature by raising a chimpanzee. His performance in Knute Rockne, All American led to him later being nicknamed “the Gipper.” For 10 points, name this star of Bedtime for Bonzo who later became President of the United States.

ANSWER: Ronald Wilson Reagan
12. This director made a film that features a young man buffing a hot rod as “Dream Lover” plays in the background. Besides that short, he created a film in which a youth is beaten by sailors after trying to proposition one, resulting in his chest being ripped open to reveal a ticking clock. One of this man’s films features Marianne Faithfull as Lilith and future Manson disciple Bobby Beausoleil as himself. That film reflected his belief in Aleister Crowley’s religion, Thelema, as well as his friendship with Anton LaVey, head of the Church of Satan. This director of Fireworks and Lucifer Rising is best known for a book which claimed Ramon Novarro died with a dildo stuffed down his throat and that Clara Blow slept with the entire USC football team. For 10 points, name this experimental filmmaker and author of the Hollywood Babylon books.

ANSWER: Kenneth Anger [accept Kenneth Wilbur Anglemeyer]

13. When he was a boy, this character’s father told him “People are no damn good, but they will always need land” before also telling him “Get out.” In one film, he is last seen on a deserted island, throwing coconuts into the ocean and hinting he will eat Kitty Kowalski’s dog. This character considers the “Dutch elm disease of his family tree” to be his nephew Lenny, played by Jon Cryer. He has such employees as the bumbling Otis and the ditzy Miss Teshmacher. In this character’s most recent film appearance, an Internet meme exploited a scene where he shouted “WRONG!” to a Kate Bosworth character. He was played by Gene Hackman in three films beginning in 1978 and most recently by Kevin Spacey. For 10 points, name this character, a bald villain who fights Superman.

ANSWER: Lex Luthor [accept either part, accept Alexander]
14. At one point in this film, a character is mistaken for someone else and gives an ad-libbed political speech about knowing “what it is to feel lonely and helpless.” In an early scene, a character continually asks the question “How old is Mae West?” When a maid finds the dead body of Annabella Smith, her scream is cut off by the train whistle appearing in the next scene. This film has a scene in which a poor crofter’s wife gives the protagonist her husband’s coat, resulting in her being beaten by him later. The main character visits Professor Jordan, only to realize that because he is missing part of his little finger, he actually is the villain. The protagonist of this film, Richard Hannay, ends up handcuffed to a woman named Pamela, but ultimately gets Mr. Memory to reveal the title phrase refers to “an organization of spies.” For 10 points, name this Alfred Hitchcock film that does not feature a giant staircase.

ANSWER: The 39 Steps
15. This film’s protagonist has a boss named Janice, who annoyingly clicks her stapler and “can’t wait to start checking off some big fucking boxes.” The last scene features a character saying “This is not me. This is just a mother-fucking decoy.” In this film, the protagonist is rescued by Pekwarsky, a bullet maker from eastern Moravia who knew his father, the mysterious Cross. It ends with the protagonist looking at the camera and saying “What the fuck have you done lately?” Characters in this film get their orders from “The Loom of Fate,” and the female lead kills herself and others by curving a bullet. The protagonist, Wesley Gibson, is a loser accountant until he is recruited to join The Fraternity by Fox, a woman played by Angelina Jolie. For 10 points, name this loose adaptation of a comic book miniseries starring James McAvoy as a man who becomes a top assassin.
ANSWER: Wanted
16. One character in this movie had her uncle hire the best Romanian caterers in the state for a wedding that never happened. In one of the last scenes of this film, the protagonists try to pay a property tax bill, encountering a Cook County clerk played by Steven Spielberg. One scene takes place at a country western bar, where characters sing the song “Rawhide” inside of a metal cage. Antagonists in this film include Tucker McElroy, leader of a group called the Good ‘Ol Boys, as well as a bunch of Illinois neo-Nazis and one character’s psychotic ex-fiancé, played by Carrie Fisher. The protagonists, who are trying to raise money for Sister Mary Stigmata’s orphanage, try to reform their band and announce they are on a “mission from God.” For 10 points, name this comedy starring John Belushi and Dan Aykroyd as Elwood and Jake, the title musicians.

ANSWER: The Blues Brothers
17. One character in this movie asks if a confederate knows who the Freedom Riders are, with the other responding “I don’t vote. So fuck you.” Another character is first seen running the Hi-Ho Donut store, where he violently foils a robbery. One character in this film, Garth, suffers from Irritable Bowel Syndrome and has a common law wife named Mountain Girl, which prompts the question “You brought your bitch to the Waffle Hut?” Dead characters are dumped off a bridge, always landing in a garbage barge, while most of the characters plot to rob the Bandit Queen Casino. This film begins with Professor Goldthwaite Higginson Dorr renting a room from Mrs. Marva Munson, and ends with Dorr and his gang of criminals posing as musicians all dying. For 10 points, name this Coen Brothers film in which Tom Hanks plays a criminal who wants to bump off an old woman.

ANSWER: The Ladykillers
18. This character is thrilled to see Grant’s Tomb, saying he can see “the beginning of a new nation.” He notes that someone is “an O-filler” and that Dr. von Hallor is a “doodler.” In one early scene, this man tries to think of a rhyme for “Budington” because he works as a part-time greeting card poet. Mocked for playing the tuba, he falls in love with reporter Babe Bennett, while the elderly Faulkner sisters refer to him as “pixilated.” He isn’t a boxer, but he is referred to as the “Cinderella Man” when he comes to New York City from Mandrake Falls, Vermont, after inheriting twenty million dollars. This character faces a sanity hearing after he begins giving his money away to poor farmers. For 10 points, name this Gary Cooper played character in a 1936 Frank Capra film, whose title states he “Goes to Town.”

ANSWER: Longfellow Deeds [accept either, accept Mr. Deeds]
19. When talking about one of his associates named Gordon, this character says the line “Candy colored clown they call the Sand Man.” After being told someone likes to drink Heineken, he shouts “Fuck that shit! Pabst Blue Ribbon!” This character is seen fondling fabric during a performance at the Slow Club. He cries uncontrollably after his partner, Ben, lip syncs to the Roy Orbison song “In Dreams.” This character controls crime in Lumberton, North Carolina, and is shot to death shortly after killing his henchman, the Yellow Man. He uses a medical mask and tube to inhale amyl nitrate. This character says “Baby wants to fuck” and “Don’t you fuckin’ look at me” in a sexual encounter with Dorothy Vallens, a scene witnessed by the hidden Kyle MacLachlan played Jeffrey Beaumont. For 10 points, name this Dennis Hopper played psycho, the villain in David Lynch’s film Blue Velvet.

ANSWER: Frank Booth [accept either, accept Ben until “Fuck that shit!”]
20. One character in this film hired an airplane prior to his divorce to write “don’t be hasty, remember my dimple.” This movie ends with characters on their way to Niagara Falls, with a stop-over at Albany because of a strike. In-jokes in this film include the protagonist saying he once cut Archie Leach’s throat, a reference to the actor’s real name. The basic plot involves the pending execution of convicted murderer Earl Williams, although another plot is about a female character leaving her job to marry boring insurance salesman Bruce Baldwin. This 1940 film was an adaptation of the play The Front Page, although it changed the character of Hildy to a woman.  For 10 points, name this Howard Hawks comedy starring Cary Grant as a newspaper editor whose star reporter is his ex-wife.

ANSWER: His Girl Friday [prompt on The Front Page until mentioned]
