Film Tournament

Packet Twelve

Questions by Mike Cheyne
1. The protagonist of this film, after hearing a lousy commercial for Gloss-Lusto hair coil, asks a woman what she thinks about love. In a scene where the characters’ silhouettes are back-lit in front of a tank at the San Francisco Aquarium, the female lead asks Michael to carry her off into the sunrise. This film’s protagonist tells a story about seeing sharks eating each other in a feeding frenzy while in Brazil, a story he references when he sees a woman die at the end. The main character of this movie is tricked into confessing to the murder of George Grisby and is defended by the lawyer Arthur Bannister, Its most famous scene is the climax in which protagonist Michael O’Hara watches Elsa and her crippled husband shoot each other inside the Hall of Mirrors. For 10 points, name this Orson Welles film in which Rita Hayworth plays the title woman, who was born in China.
ANSWER: The Lady from Shanghai
2. In response to this film, Michael Polydoros sued 20th Century Fox, claiming the director, an old classmate, used a derogatory nickname from his past in this film. One character has a dream where he is told “Heroes get remembered, but legends never die.” A supporting character in this film is “Yeah-Yeah McClennan,” who develops bungee jumping, while another character, “Squints,” fakes drowning so he can kiss his eventual wife, Wendy Peffercorn. One plot in this film involves a character losing his stepfather’s prized possession over a fence, where it is taken by a dog called “the Beast,” an animal owned by a former Negro League star played by James Earl Jones. Ending with a character stealing home at Dodger Stadium, for 10 points, name this film about Benny “the Jet” Rodriguez, Scott Smalls, and the other young baseball players at the title location.
ANSWER: The Sandlot [accept The Sandlot Kids]
3. In one of this actress’ roles, her husband, a man known as the “Cucumber,” is played by Alec Baldwin and ends up killed by his employer, Tony Russo. In that film, her character becomes involved with a Matthew Modine played FBI agent while trying to escape the mob. This woman played a character who complains that the song “Feelings” is “less than parsley.” In one of this actress’ films, her character is shot four times by her former boss, only for her to electrocute him while kissing him. In that film, she played a secretary pushed out of the window by Max Shreck, her corrupt boss played by Christopher Walken, only to be apparently revived by animals in the alley. In the role of performer Susie Diamond, this actress sings a duet of “Makin’ Whoopee” with a lounge pianist played by Jeff Bridges in The Fabulous Baker Boys. For 10 points, name this actress who played Catwoman in Batman Returns.
ANSWER: Michelle Marie Pfeiffer
4. One character in this movie deadpans the lines “My people will have pain and degradation, your people will have stick shifts,” confusing Amanda Buckman. In the end scene, one character rants that instead of receiving Ballerina Barbie as a child, she received a Malibu Barbie. A frightening location in this movie is the “Harmony Hut,” where characters are forced to watch movies like “Bambi” and “Lassie Come Home.” In a subplot at a summer camp, one character feigns a willingness to play an Indian in a Thanksgiving play, which ends with the Indians revolting against their Pilgrim oppressors and the camp counselors. This film begins with the birth of the mustachioed Pubert, which leads to the hiring of the serial killer nanny Debbie, who seduces Uncle Fester. For 10 points, name this second film about a ghoulish clan led by Gomez and Morticia.

ANSWER: Addams Family Values [do not accept “The Addams Family”]
5. One character in this film tells a story about spitting out his gum before kissing Randa McKinney, who vomits while he is busy with the gum. Another character asks if “douchebag” is a curse word before concluding she cursed 71 times last week. In this film, one character has the habit of only drinking half of the water from a glass, while another character’s asthma prevents him from breathing in a poisonous toxin. In the climax, the protagonist repeats his wife’s words of “swing away” to his brother, a former baseball player, encouraging him to use a bat to attack an antagonist. The protagonist of this film is a former Episcopalian priest who left the faith after his wife was killed in a traffic accident. It may be best remembered for revealing that the invading antagonists are harmed by water. For 10 points, name this M. Night Shyamalan film in which crop circles signify an alien invasion.
ANSWER: Signs
6. In one of this actor’s roles, he played a man living in Venice who pretends to be on his deathbed and invites three former lovers, including the Texan “Lone Star Crockett, for the reading of his will. Besides The Honey Pot, this man played a figure who dictates his memoirs, Blood and Swash, in order to help a young widow keep her seaside home. In that film, this actor played a ghostly sea captain who romances Mrs. Muir. He played a character who leads an expedition to find the Great Pink Sea Snail and receives the two-headed Pushmi-Pullyu as a gift. In another film, this performer sings the line “why can’t the English teach their children how to speak?” On screen, his characters sang such songs as “I’ve Grown Accustomed to Her Face” and “Talk to the Animals.” For 10 points, name this English actor, who played the title role in the musical Doctor Dolittle and Henry Higgins in My Fair Lady.

ANSWER: Reginald Carey “Rex” Harrison
7. In one of this actress’ movies, she plays a woman who works at the Budapest Café and who hires two homeless people to pose as her parents to fool a small town. Besides playing a compulsive liar who is attracted to architect Newton Davis, this woman portrayed a librarian who is given the message “beware of the dwarf” and uncovers a scheme to assassinate the pope. In one of her films, she plays a woman who walks around with a hole in her stomach after being shot by a Meryl Streep played antagonist, managing to survive due to a magical rejuvenation formula. Besides co-starring in Death Becomes Her, this actress played a woman who, after the death of her husband during their wedding night, ends up joining the U.S. Army and enduring boot camp. For 10 points, name this woman, the mother of Kate Hudson and partner of Kurt Russell, who starred in the comedy Private Benjamin.
ANSWER: Goldie Jeanne Hawn
8. One character in this film has a sensitive bladder after being wounded at Guadalcanal. It begins by showing the death of “Mailman” Farnum, who is accidentally killed by a deer hunter. Characters in this film are assigned to the mysterious “Operation Sleepy Weasel,” which is part of a secret plan by the evil businessman Wilson. The protagonist runs afoul of his rival, the Cary Elwes played Kent Gregory, and falls in love with his therapist, Ramada, while he works with characters nicknamed “Wash Out” and “Dead Meat.” The sequel to this film features a scene in which the protagonist seemingly runs into Captain Willard, with both men shouting at each other “I loved you in Wall Street!” It ends with the protagonist defeating Iraqi fighters, foiling a plan to build new Super Fighters. For 10 points, name this comedy film in which Charlie Sheen plays Topper Harley, a troubled Navy pilot.

ANSWER: Hot Shots! [accept Hot Shots! Part Deux]
9. This actor played a man who creates the “Love That Soap” radio commercial for the tyrannical chief of Beautee Soap, the Sydney Greenstreet played Evan Evans. In another film, this actor plays a man stranded at an Alpine hotel with his Les Blondes dance troupe, where he performs “Puttin’ on the Ritz” to entertain an armaments manufacturer. In his last film, he played Gay, an aging cowboy who joins with Guido and Perce on a trip to capture mustangs for slaughter, which horrifies his Marilyn Monroe played girlfriend. Those films were Idiot’s Delight and The Misfits. This actor is best known for playing a man who has a daughter named Bonnie Blue with the female owner of Tara, whom he eventually tells “Frankly my dear, I don’t give a damn.” For 10 points, name this actor who played Rhett Butler in Gone with the Wind.

ANSWER: (William) Clark Gable
10. The protagonist of this movie describes himself as being “hell at whacking,” and threatens to strangle a woman with her brassiere if she takes a photo of him. After the release of this film, Governor Dick Thornburgh promised not to promote certain areas as filming locations again. When the protagonist leaves at the end, he is warned to “be careful out among them English.” In the climax of this film, the villains show up with shotguns, but the protagonist suffocates one in a grain silo, while the warning bell results in the arrival of so many onlookers that the head villain, Police Chief Schaeffer, is forced to surrender. The protagonist, John Book, is woken up at 4:30 for milking, and stuns a town by beating up punks even though it is not a community’s way. For 10 points, name this film in which Harrison Ford plays a cop trying to protect an Amish boy who saw a murder.

ANSWER: Witness
11. In one of this actor’s roles, he plays a thief who wages a war with a businessman after that man steals his character’s ring during a botched robbery. In another of his films, he played a police chief who has his employees pose as Northwestern students to dissuade another character from going to Georgetown. In that film, this actor plays an overprotective father who meets a hyperactive father played by Donny Osmond. He portrayed a man first seen dating aggressive Survivor winner Bianca in a movie where his character is the title talk show host, Welcome Home, Roscoe Jenkins. In three films, including the last subtitled Like Father, Like Son, he played Malcolm Turner, a FBI agent who is forced to disguise himself as an overweight, elderly woman as part of a stakeout. For 10 points, name this comic actor who played the title character in the Big Momma’s House series of films.

ANSWER: Martin Fitzgerald Lawrence
12. When this character is first seen at a banquet, a narrator describes how at the age of four, she once unexpectedly entered stark naked before an audience. She employs a maid named Birdie, whom this character chastises for calling another character’s story containing “everything but the bloodhounds snappin’ at her rear end.” This character retires while telling Lloyd Richards she is becoming a “four-square, forthright married lady.” At a party, this character gets drunk, informing everyone “Fasten your seat belts, it’s going to be a bumpy night.” The girlfriend of her director, Bill Sampson, she becomes stranded out of town and unable to perform in Aged in Wood, thanks to the machinations of a woman she took in as a roommate. For 10 points, name this Bette Davis played character, the aging star who is supplanted by the title character in All About Eve.

ANSWER: Margo Channing [accept either]
13. In one of this actor’s roles, he plays a man who is promoted to associate editor at the Pierce Publishing Company after punching out the annoying Tubby Wadsworth. In that role, his character constantly proofreads pulp fiction and imagines himself to be hat designer Anatole of Paris. He first came to fame in the stage production of Lady in the Dark, where in the song “Tschaikowsky,” he listed fifty Russian composers’ names. In one film, this actor’s character is hypnotized by the witch Griselda and works for the rebel leader Black Fox. This actor played the title role in the 1947 adaptation of James Thurber’s The Secret Life of Walter Mitty. In his best known film, he tries to remember the location of poison before a duel by repeating “the vessel with the pestle has the brew that is true.” For 10 points, name this comedian, noted for rapid-fire routines like the ones he used in the film The Court Jester.

ANSWER: Danny Kaye [accept David Daniel Kaminsky]

14. This film was based on a novel by Robert Pike, in which the protagonist lives in Boston and enjoys eating ice cream. A key plot point is the revelation that a man killed at the Hotel Daniels was actually a used car salesman named Albert Rennick, who unchains his door to allow the killers to enter. This film ends with the protagonist staring into his bathroom mirror, perhaps contemplating if his girlfriend, Cathy, was right about his unfeeling nature. The protagonist was based on Dave Toschi, who utilized the protagonist’s shoulder holster in real life. The plot of this film involves politician Walter Chalmers ordering the protagonist to protect a key witness, who turns out to be a phony, leading to the title character killing a mobster at the San Francisco Airport. For 10 points, name this movie starring Steve McQueen as the title cop, a film best known for a chase sequence involving a Ford Mustang.

ANSWER: Bullitt
15. One character in this film tells a story about meeting someone who thought he was Dionne Warwick before suddenly encountering “a vision in pink” coming out of an electro shock therapy room. Another character in this film uses the analogy of one figure ordering “crème brulee” and suddenly switching to “jello.” It ends with the protagonist talking on the phone to a man who sardonically jests “Maybe there won’t be sex, but, by God, there’ll be dancing.” This film features a scene in which the cast sings an embarrassing version of “I Say a Little Prayer (For You)” at a seafood restaurant. It ends with the protagonist apologizing to Michael and Kimberly for her actions and being consoled by her gay best friend, George, played by Rupert Everett. For 10 points, name this film in which a Julia Roberts played woman tries to disrupt her longtime acquaintance’s upcoming nuptials.
ANSWER: My Best Friend’s Wedding
16. This movie closes with a shot of two washerwomen scrubbing the floor as the protagonist walks down a dark hallway to exit through a sunlit arch. It opens with the protagonist seemingly contemplating suicide on a pier before entering a restaurant to talk to former business partner Wally Fay. Eve Arden appears in this film as the protagonist’s friend, Ida, who cynically suggests alligators have the right idea by eating their young. This film’s main character rips up a check possessed by a character who complains about “your chickens and your pies” and “everything that smells of grease.” In the end, it is revealed that Monte Beragon was murdered by Veda, freeing the title character to apparently reconcile with her first husband. For 10 points, name this film in which Joan Crawford plays the title character, a woman who becomes a waitress and must deal with her ungrateful, murderous daughter.

ANSWER: Mildred Pierce
17. One character in this film continually mentions a man who supposedly invented the telephone a year before Alexander Graham Bell. That character shows up at a party, saying he has “a stone in my shoe.” One man in this film whispers “power wears out those who do not have it” before stabbing someone to death with his own glasses. This movie contains an attempted hug that ends when one man bites the other’s ear. During a street festival, a character dressed as a policeman shoots Joey Zasa to death. Its climax takes place during a production of Cavalleria rusticana, as elsewhere Pope John Paul I drinks poisoned tea. The protagonist of this film laments that just when he thought he was out, he is pulled back in. It ends with the death of the protagonist, some years after his Sofia Coppola played daughter is murdered. For 10 points, name this film, the last in a trilogy about the Corleone mob family. 
ANSWER: The Godfather Part III
18. In one of this director’s films, the protagonist is conducting Tchaikovsky, while imagining playing Russian roulette with his wife’s suspected lover. In another of his movies, characters include the inventor of the “Texas wienie,” a man known as the “Wienie King,” and the extremely rich John Hackensacker III. That movie by this director infamously reveals that both the husband and wife protagonists have identical twins. In another of his films, Trudy Kockenlocker wakes up after a farewell party for soldiers, having gotten married and pregnant, apparently to a man she can’t remember. This director of The Palm Beach Story and The Miracle of Morgan’s Creek made a film in which the protagonist, while posing as a tramp, is inspired by the sight of prisoners watching a Pluto cartoon into realizing that his job as a comedy director is very important. For 10 points, name this director of Sullivan’s Travels.

ANSWER: Preston Sturges [accept Edmond Preston Biden]
19. In one scene in this film, the protagonist coerces an opera singer to talk by sadistically breaking a prized recording of Pagliacci. The protagonist grins as he slams a coroner’s hand into a drawer, while a mechanic character uses the expression “va-va-voom” to refer to a high rate of speed. A recurring phrase in this film is “Remember Me,” spoken and written by a woman in reference to her namesake, Christina Rossetti. It begins with the protagonist giving a ride to a Cloris Leachman played hitchhiker wearing nothing but a trench coat, who is then promptly murdered, leading the protagonist and his secretary, Velma, to investigate. This movie ends with Gabrielle opening a mysterious box, resulting in her immolation and implicitly triggering a nuclear apocalypse. For 10 points, name this detective film starring Ralph Meeker as Mickey Spillane’s character Mike Hammer.

ANSWER: Kiss Me Deadly
20. One of this director’s films ends with a woman driving away, while imagining her real estate developer boss’ house repeatedly exploding. In another of his movies, a father reveals his daughter was reading both the Bible and Fitzgerald’s Tender is the Night. This man directed a film in which young radical Mark makes love to Daria in Death Valley. Besides Zabriskie Point, he made a film that ends with the protagonist watching an imaginary tennis match while sitting on the lawn. This director made one film in which Claudia falls in love with her friend’s boyfriend, Sandro, after Anna disappears during a yachting cruise in the Mediterranean. In another of his movies, a London fashion photographer believes he may have photographed a murder in a park. For 10 points, name this Italian director of L’Avventura and Blowup.

ANSWER: Michelangelo Antonioni
