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Tossups

1. This band was accused of hubris for their album Rattle and Hum. One of this band’s songs, containing the lyrics “you’re dangerous ‘cause you’re honest,” was called “Who’s Gonna Ride your Wild Horses” and was featured on their album (*) Achtung Baby. This band wrote the soundtrack for the 2000 film The Million Dollar Hotel. This group which released The Joshua Tree and How to Dismantle an Atomic Bomb had a  number-one hit in Canada with “Stuck in a Moment You Can’t Get Out Of” in 2006. It also released two US chart-topping singles in 1987 including “With or Without You.” Amnesty International’s 2005 Ambassador of Conscience award was presented to, for 10 points, this Irish rock group with lead singer Bono.

ANSWER: U2
2. One legend surrounding this event mentions how a Christian man named John tipped off Caliph Omar to carry it out to eliminate something that was superfluous to the Koran. Another unlikely story of this event is that it was perpetrated by Bishop Theophilius after finding and desecrating a secret (*) pagan temple. That account seems to conflate a building used to replace the one lost in this event, the Serapeum, to the original building itself. The most commonly accepted theory of this event was it occurred during the battle for the city when Julius Caesar ordered ships at port to be set on fire for a tactical advantage. Unfortunately that fire spread from the docks and destroyed thousands of manuscripts.  For 10 points, name this event which saw the destruction of a great centre of learning in a city famous for its lighthouse

ANSWER: Burning of the Library of Alexandria [accept equivalents for burning such as “destruction,” “razing, etc.]

3. The latest novel in this series follows the protagonist and her daughter Minnie as they are hit unexpectedly by a financial crisis. The first two titles in this six-book series were adapted together into a 2009 film starring (*) Isla Fisher in the title role. Half-sister Jess, love interest Luke Brandon, and bank manager Derek Smeath are all characters in this series by the author of Remember Me? and The Undomestic Goddess. The fashionable London woman Becky Bloomwood and her compulsive shopping problem appear in, for 10 points, what New York Times bestselling chick lit series by Sophie Kinsella?

ANSWER: Shopaholic
4. This work was commissioned in 1880 by the Directorate of Fine Arts for a planned Decorative Arts Museum that was never actually built, and was eventually left for the French government. “The Fugitive Love” and “I am Beautiful” all feature in this work, which also depicts the source of inspiration of the work (*) sitting down. Standing 6 metres high, 4 meters wide, and made up of 180 different figures, this monumental door follows the model of Michelangelo’s Last Judgement and depicts a famous scene from Dante’s “Inferno.” Ugolino and His Children, The Kiss and The Thinker all appeared originally in, for 10 points, this work by Auguste Rodin.

ANSWER: The Gates of Hell [or La Porte de L’Enfer; accept equivalents for “gates” such as “doors”]

5. This website, created in 2006, has as its first comic a continuation of a forum thread in which the author drew requested pictures. That comic was soon stopped and a new one created, with a choose-your-own-adventure style; this one, too, ended after a short while. The first complete adventure was completed after a year of accepting (*) “commands” in which readers suggested the characters’ actions, and the current adventure kept this style despite its author, Andrew Hussie, writing most of the commands. One comic on this site features one titular character telling the other “I told you about the stairs” and also has a character named Geromy. For 10 points, name this website, home to such comics as Sweet Bro and Hella Jeff, Problem Sleuth, and Homestuck.

ANSWER: MS Paint Adventures [prompt on “MSPA”]

6. E.E. Cummings describes this as something that “rattles like a fragment of angry candy” in his poem “the Cambridge ladies who live in furnished souls,” while a Langston Hughes poem describes a Winter one of these. Antonín Dvořák’s opera Rusalka included (*) “A Song” to this body, which, according to Chinese folklore, is inhabited by a rice cake-making Jade Rabbit who hacks away at a tree. It is associated with both the goddess Artemis and changing tides.  For 10 points, Apollo 13 was a famously failed attempt to land on what natural satellite of the Earth?

ANSWER: The Moon
7. This structure’s namesake anti apoptoic protein protects cells from apoptosis. 40 to 100 stacks of membrane-bound structures known as cisternae are found in the average mammilian one of this organelle. How this organelle disappears during the beginning of mitosis and reappears during(*) telophase is still unexplained. This organelle with cis and trans phases receives proteins and other macromolecules from the rough endoplasmic reticulum and packages them for transport to other parts of the cell or for outside the cell. For 10 points, name this body, named after its discoverer, an Italian physician.

ANSWER: Golgi apparatus [or Golgi body; or Golgi complex; prompt on “Golgi”]

8. According to an asymptotic law developed by Chebyshev and Riemann, [one over [this function of a natural number roughly estimates the chance of that number being prime. On a complex plane, this function is used in the definition of any inverse (*) hyperbolic function, and the limiting distance between the harmonic series and this function is a constant named after Mascheroni. Its Taylor series begins, “[x, minus x squared over 2, plus x cubed over 3]”, and is also known as the “Mercator series.” Defined at [x equals 2], this function equals roughly 0.693. The integral of [one over x], for 10 points, name this alternative to a base-ten logarithm, the inverse function of [e to the x].
ANSWER: natural logarithm [accept ln [“lawn”], log-e of x, or base e logarithm; prompt on just “log” or “logarithm”]
9. Over the course of a single game, filmmakers Daniel Gordon and Philippe Parreno created a documentary focusing on this soccer player. He played for the first time in a Ligue 1 game at the age of 17 with AS Cannes. In a feat that has only been equalled by (*) Ronaldo, he has been awarded the honour of FIFA World Player of the Year three times. In 2001, this Frenchman transferred to Real Madrid for a world record 75 million Euros. In 2006, this player scored the deciding goal in penalty kicks against Portugal, propelling France to the World Cup Finals, in which he famously ended his professional career after receiving a red card for headbutting Italian player Marco Materazzi. Affectionately known as Zizou, for 10 points, name this former captain of the French national soccer team.

ANSWER: Zinedine Yazid Zidane
10. This informed search algorithm was first described in 1968 by Hart, Nilsson, and Raphael. It uses a heuristic, an estimate of a node’s distance from the endpoint, to reduce computation time. It is similar to greedy best-first search, but will always produce (*) optimal paths, as long as an admissible heuristic is used, since it takes into account the distance already travelled in its calculations. It is an extension of Dijkstra’s algorithm, which is a special case of this algorithm when the heuristic is always zero. This search algorithm that maintains an open set of nodes that are scheduled to be traversed, and a closed set of already visited nodes. For 10 points, name this frequently used algorithm used for pathfinding, with variants such as a hierarchical version often used for road navigation, and B* [B-star].

ANSWER: A* search algorithm [pronounced A-star, also accept A-splat]

11. This drama has featured songs such as “I Won’t” by Colbie Caillat, “Happiness” by the Fray, and “Don’t Trust Me” by 3OH!3. A character in this series has a secret romantic relationship with her (*) stepbrother, who was accused of causing the accident that blinded her, while another secretly dates her high school English teacher, the young college graduate Ezra Fitz. Based on a series of bestselling young adult novels by Sara Shepherd and now in its second season, it was described by Alloy Entertainment as “Desperate Housewives for teens.” For 10 points, the deepest secrets of Aria, Hannah, Spencer and Emily are threatened by a mysterious character called “A” in what teen drama series on ABC?

ANSWER: Pretty Little Liars
12.  Born into an aristocratic family, he and his siblings were not sent to school lest they acquire bad habits. Regardless of this, he went on to study mechanical engineering, albeit for a brief period, at the Technische Hochscule in Berlin. It was at this time that he read several works of (*) Bertrand Russell, with whom he went on to study. He is credited with the invention of the truth table, as well as the concept of a language game. For 10 points, name this philosopher, remembered today for inspiring both logical positivism and ordinary language philosophy, author of the “Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus” and “Philosophical Investigations”.

ANSWER: Ludwig Wittgenstein
13. This alternative rock group from Orange County, California was, at its 2004 formation, meant to be nothing more than a side project for the lead singer of Something Corporate. Its debut album, (*) Everything in Transit, which has been released on vinyl, reached number 37 on Billboard 100, and was followed by 2008’s The Glass Passenger as well as numerous EPs including the “Dear Jack EP.” A line in one of their songs is “As I’m swimming through the stereo, I’m writing you a symphony of sound,” while another goes, “I’ve got friends who la-la-lie.” Andrew McMahon leads, for 10 points, what band responsible for the singles “The Mixed Tape” and “La La Lie”?

ANSWER: Jack’s Mannequin
14. Older sister to major league baseball player Randy Moffiitt, at age 17, she reached number 4 in US women’s tennis rankings. (*) After retiring from professional play, she coached the US Olympic women’s tennis team, including a Fed Cup championship in 1996. The first woman in professional sports to come out as lesbian, she was also the first female athlete ever to earn over $100 000 in a single season. She was a pioneer in opening up tennis for professional women players, fighting for equal prize money at the US Open for men and women winners and integral in establishing the Women’s Tennis Association. For 10 points, Bobby Riggs was famously defeated in the “Battle of the Sexes” by which American female tennis player?

ANSWER: Billie Jean King
15. This writer travelled extensively, impressing William Butler Yeats and Ezra Pound with his works. His work with science influenced his scientific narratives including Galpasalpa, and Tin Sangi. Staunchly opposed to British colonial rule in (*) South Asia, during his lifetime he wrote and composed “Amar Shonar Bangla” and “Jana Gana Mana,” which became the national anthems of Bangladesh and India respectively. His magnus opus is a collection of 103 English poems. For 10 points, name this author of the Gitanjali, Asia’s first Nobel Prize laureate.

ANSWER: Rabindranath Tagore [or Robindronoth Thakur; or Gurudev]

16. Noam Chomsky published a critical review of his book, Verbal Behavior, which became better known than the book itself. He has many inventions to his name, including the System80 teaching machine which follows his educational theories about rote learning and punitive discipline to teach schoolchildren, and perhaps most famously the oft-maligned (*) air crib. Anthony Burgess implicitly criticized his and Pavlov’s theories in A Clockwork Orange. He used his namesake boxes, also called operant conditioning chambers, to study the behaviour of various species in response to stimuli. He laid out his psychological views in his science fiction book Walden Two. For 10 points, name this American psychologist whose theory of radical behaviourism claimed that all human actions are reducible to trained behaviours.

ANSWER: Burrhus Frederic Skinner
17.  This series of books started as the result of a heated debate during a hunting party. A TV show revolving around this series aired for 29 years; (*) both of its hosts, also the co-founders of the series regularly answered questions posed by audience members, in real time. One of the co-founders was assassinated by the Provisional Irish Republican Army in 1975 because of his political views. A museum in Niagara Falls dedicated to this has a life-size statue of Robert Wadlow outside. Certain sections of these reference books have been removed since their premier as a result of controversies, typically over safety. For 10 points, name this best-selling copyrighted series of books of all time, reference books dedicated to recording fairly amazing world achievements.

ANSWER: Guinness World Records [prompt on World Records; prompt on The Guinness Book of World Records]

18. One of this composer’s work has a second movement based on the folk song “I’ll Love My Love”, which opens with oboe. That “Songs Without Words” movement is followed by “Song of the Blacksmith” and a final movement that influenced other works of his such as (*) A Moorside Suite and the “Dargason” from St. Paul’s Suite. Along with Second Suite in F, he wrote a First Suite in E Flat that concludes with a quadruple-forte section that highlights the trombones. A opening movement from another suite based on mythology was written in 5/4 time, that was “Mars, Bringer of War”. For 10 points, name this British composer that wrote the Planets suite.
ANSWER: Gustav Holst
19. In several of her movies, this character uses a framing device of telling a story to her younger sister Kelly. This character also makes an appearance in Toy Story, using the voice actor of Ariel in the Little Mermaid, but was recently voiced in her latest feature films by (*)  Diana Kaarina, a change from the long running voice actress Kelly Sheridan. This character has been Rapunzel, Elina, Merlia, and many, many princesses and fairies, including one of the 12 dancing princesses, the island princess, the princess and the pauper, and Elina in the Fairytopia series. For ten points, name this iconic character that also appears in My Scene Goes to Hollywood, the upcoming Princess Charm School, and A more recently A Fashion Fairytale, a classic Mattel doll with her boyfriend Ken.

ANSWER: Barbie
20. One character in this series was former pro football player Tyreese, who acted like a leader until he was beheaded by The Governor, a tyrant who took control of the town of Woodbury. The Governor’s army also killed Lori, the wife of the protagonist of this comic series. (*) Shane, a cop and friend of the protagonist was shot by Carl early in this series, but Shane is still alive in the recent television adaptation that had the main group travel to the Center for Disease Control. The CDC alternate story was approved by writer Robert Kirkman when it was suggested that a group in Atlanta under threat of a pandemic would go there. For 10 points, name this comic book series about Rick Grimes fighting the zombie apocalypse that has been adapted into an AMC show.

ANSWER: The Walking Dead
TB1. The poet Charles Bukowski was known to be a fan of it. Described by its director as, “a dream of dark and troubling things,” the closest thing this movie has to music is industrial background noise. The movie begins with the Man in the Planet operating some levers while looking out of a window. (*) Mysterious, flagellate creatures are a recurring image in this surrealist film, and the surname of the main character’s girlfriend is X. At the end of the movie, the protagonist is embraced by the Lady in the Radiator while they are bathed in white light, and white noise is heard. For 10 points, name this 1977 David Lynch movie in which Henry Spencer must care for his sickly, deformed baby.

ANSWER: Eraserhead

Bonuses

1. He remains the longest reigning European monarch, on the throne from 1643 to 1715. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this Sun King of France.

ANSWER: Louis XIV
[10] Louis XIV notably passed the Edict of Fontainebleau, which revoked the earlier Edict of Nantes and persecuted this group, sometimes known as “French Protestants.”

ANSWER: Huguenots
[10] Name this secret second wife of Louis XIV, the daughter of a Huguenot.

ANSWER: Madame de Maintenon [or Françoise d'Aubigné, Marquise de Maintenon]

2. In this video game, the most recent of its series, various characters, many from Nintendo, fight each other. For 10 points each,

[10] Name the described video game.

ANSWER: Super Smash Bros. Brawl [prompt on Super Smash Bros.]

[10] This second of the “hand” opponents in SSBB is more deranged than the first.

ANSWER: Crazy Hand
[10] Two third-party characters were added in SSBB. This third-party character ranks second-highest on most SSBB tier lists.

ANSWER: Solid Snake
3. Answer the following about a well-known love poem, for 10 points each:

[10] The title character promises “a thousand fragrnat posies”, and “a belt of straw and ivy buds/ with coral clasps and amber studs” to a nymph if she will “Come live with me and be” the title object of affections. It inspired Sir Walter Raleigh’s “The Nymph’s Reply to” the title character,

ANSWER: The Passionate Shepherd to His Love
[10] Knifed in a barfight in 1593 under suspicious circumstances, this man penned “The Passionate Shepherd to His Love”, as well as Tamburlaine, Dido, Queen of Carthage, and most famously, Doctor Faustus.

ANSWER: Christopher (Kit) Marlowe
[10] Marlowe also wrote about this man, who kills his daughter because she becomes a nun, betrays the Maltese to the Turks, then betrays the Turks for the Maltese, and is finally killed in the end by the Maltese, in the Jew of Malta.

ANSWER: Barabas
4. It may have been written for Gentile converts, since its genealogy begins with Adam, the father of humanity, rather than Abraham, the father of the Jews. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this gospel written by a friend of Paul that provides a different account of the birth of Jesus than Matthew.

ANSWER: Gospel according to Luke
[10] Unique to Luke is this parable about a man who finds a robbed Jew lying on the road and takes him to an inn to treat him. It was a response to the question about loving “your neighbor as yourself”.

ANSWER: parable of the Good Samaritan
[10] The concept of loving your neighbour as yourself was originally found in this book. This outline of law contains noted passages about menstruating women being “unclean” and the “abomination” of men lying with men.

ANSWER: Leviticus
5. Its performance was requested by King George I. For ten points each:

[10] The “Alla Hornpipe” is the most famous movement of this series of three suites that premiered on the Thames River on a royal barge.

ANSWER: Water Music
[10] Water Music was composed by this Baroque composer also known for a piano suite nicknamed “The Harmonious Blacksmith.”

ANSWER: George Frederic Handel
[10] Handel’s first opera composed in London was this opera set in the first crusade and features Godfrey de Bouillion’s siege of Jerusalem.

ANSWER: Rinaldo
6. A version of this song was the 2010 FIFA World Cup’s Coca-Cola anthem. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this song recorded by Young Artists for Haiti.

ANSWER: Wavin’ Flag
[10] Name this singer of “Wavin’ Flag,” who won a 2010 Juno Award for “Artist of the Year.”

ANSWER: K’naan
[10] This single on K’naan’s Troubadour album shares a name with the country of his birth.

ANSWER: Somalia
7. The current world champion is Viswanathan Anand. For ten points each:

[10] Name this sport once led by Garry Kasparov and Bobby Fischer.

ANSWER: Chess
[10] In this process, a rook and a king are able to move at the same time, if and only if several conditions are met. There are queenside and kingside varieties of this type of move.

ANSWER: Castling
[10] In this move, a pawn is able to capture another pawn ignoring the fact the captured pawn had just moved two spaces and past the capturing piece.

ANSWER: En Passant
8. This show has taken the Emmy Award for Outstanding Drama Series the last three years in a row. For ten points each:

[10] Name this drama series about Don Draper, an executive at Sterling Cooper.

ANSWER: Mad Men
[10] This actor plays the role of Don Draper.

ANSWER: Jon Hamm
[10] Mad Men is produced by this writer and producer of The Sopranos.
ANSWER: Matthew Weiner
9. Antarctica is the only continent with no permanent human residents. For 10 points each:

[10] Name the ocean immediately surrounding Antarctica.

ANSWER: Great Southern Ocean [or South Polar Ocean; prompt on Antarctic Ocean]

[10] This southernmost historically active volcano on Earth is in Antarctica.

ANSWER: Mount Erebus
[10] This Russian station in Antarctica experienced the lowest temperature ever recorded on the Earth’s surface on the 21st of July, 1983.

ANSWER: Vostok Station

10. Not all figures in mythology were human, and many were animals. For 10 points each:

[10] The Norse Sleipnir is this type of animal. Diomedes owned four man-eating ones.

ANSWER: Horse
[10] Atalanta won the hide of the Calydonian one of these animals. Heracles visits Chiron for advice in capturing the Erymanthian one of these animals

ANSWER: Boar (prompt on variations of pig-like animals)

[10] The trickster god of West African and Caribbean mythology, Anansi, was one of these animals.

ANSWER: Spider
11. Answer these questions about a movie starring Leonardo DiCaprio, for 10 points each:

[10] This 2010 film’s tagline is, “Your mind is the scene of the crime.”

ANSWER: Inception
[10] Marion Cotillard plays this dead wife of the protagonist in Inception.

ANSWER: Mal
[10] Characters in Inception make use of this paradoxical set of stairs, which also appears in an M.C. Escher work.

ANSWER: Penrose stairs [or impossible staircase]

12. It includes the Pandects or the Digests, the Institutes, and the New Constitutions. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this work of legal jurisprudence largely collected by the quaestor Tribonian

ANSWER: Corpus Juris Civilis or Body of Civil Law [prompt on “Corpus”]

[10] The entire structure of the Institutes as well as several verbatim quotes are from this early Roman jurist, who is only known by one name.

ANSWER: Gaius
[10] This first part of the Corpus Juris Civilis is the namesake code of a Byzantine Emperor.

ANSWER: Codex Justinianus or the Justinian Code [accept equivalents; accept Codex or Code before mentioned]

13. For ten points each, answer these questions about a 1961 American film.

[10] This film was based on a Truman Capote novella of the same name.

ANSWER: Breakfast at Tiffany’s
[10] Audrey Hepburn famously starred in Breakfast at Tiffany’s as this New York socialite.

ANSWER: Holly Golightly [accept first or last name]

[10] Truman Capote originally wanted the role of Holly Golightly to be played by this Gentlemen Prefer Blondes actress.

ANSWER: Marilyn Monroe
14. This science fiction novel is one of TIME Magazine’s Top 10 fiction works of 2010. For ten points each:

[10] Name this novel about Emiko, the title genetically modified “New Person.”

ANSWER: The Windup Girl
[10] This author of Ship Breaker wrote The Windup Girl.

ANSWER: Paolo Bacigalupi
[10] In 2010, The Windup Girl won the “Best Novel” one of these awards, named for the founder of the Amazing Stories science fiction magazine.

ANSWER: Hugo Awards
[DE] 15. The classic game show What’s My Line originally ran from 1950 to 1967.  For ten points each, name some of the celebrities who appeared during the show’s “Mystery Guest” segment.

[10] This actress appeared on the show in 1954 while pregnant by her second husband Michael Wilding.  Six more marriages would follow, including two to Welsh actor Richard Burton, before her death in 2011.

ANSWER: Elizabeth Taylor

[10] This actress appeared on the show on April 7, 1963, the night before she won the Academy Award for Best Actress for her performance in The Miracle Worker.  She would marry Mel Brooks the following year.

ANSWER: Anne Bancroft (also accept Anna Maria Louisa Italiano)

[10] The final mystery guest on the original version of What’s My Line was this man.  Hint: he was the host of the original version of What’s My Line from 1950 to 1967.

ANSWER: John Charles Daly, Jr.

16.  Name these astrological limits, for 10 points each:

[10] This value is the minimum radius a spherical mass can have before it turns into a black hole.

ANSWER: Schwarzchild radius

[10] This is the upper limit on the mass of electron-degenerate matter, the kind of matter found in white dwarfs.

ANSWER: Chandrasekhar limit

[10] Analogous to the Chandrasekhar limit, but for neutron stars, this limit defines the maximum mass of a body composed of neutron-degenerate matter.

ANSWER: Tolman-Oppenheimer-Volkoff limit [or TOV limit]

17. Answer the following questions about viral videos from the past year, for 10 points each:

[10] “What does this mean?” is said in this video posted by Paul Vasquez, also known as HungryBear9562, which features the titular meteorological phenomenon found in the sky.

ANSWER: Double Rainbow
[10] “Consequences will never be the same” and “you’ve been reported to the cyber police” are phrases uttered by the father of this 11-year old girl, whose Youtube videos gained the unsavoury attention of 4chan.

ANSWER: Jessi Slaughter [accept Jessi Leonhardt or KerliGirl13; accept early buzz along the lines of “Jessi Slaughter's father”; prompt on “Jessi”]

[10] “You are so dumb, you are really dumb, for real” was said by this Huntsville, Alabama native whose local news interview became an auto-tuned song which was performed at the BET awards.

ANSWER: Antoine Dodson
18. Obtaining a conceptual credit for the video game Destroy all Humans!, he quit his job and began travelling, depicting his travels on a website asking “where the Hell is [he]?” For 10 points each:

[10] Name this software developer and star of a viral video that shows him dancing with various people all over the world, including Singapore, Papua New Guinea, and Zanzibar:

ANSWER: Matt Harding [Accept Either]

[10] This product, whose commercials ask you to “spit it out, or we’ll find you” sponsored Matt Harding on his world trip. Their products are apparently “ridiculously long lasting”:

ANSWER: Stride Gum

[10] Matt Harding made a spoof presentation revealing his world travel as a hoax at 2008’s Entertainment Gathering. He then had to set the record straight at this 2009 computing event, outing his spoof as a spoof and stating that he had his “Paul is dead moment” and that he “had done it to himself”:

ANSWER: MacWorld Convention

19. Name these gas laws, for 10 points each:

[10] This gas law is a combination of Avogadro’s law and the combined gas law, and can be formulated as PV = nRT

ANSWER: ideal gas law [prompt on early buzz of “PV = nRT”]

[10] This law states that the pressure of a gas is proportional to its absolute temperature.

ANSWER: Gay-Lussac’s law [accept Amonton’s law or Charles’s law]

[10] This law states the relation between the rate of effusion of a gas and the mass of its particles.

ANSWER: Graham’s law

20. Muslims believe that the Qur’an was revealed to the prophet Muhammad during this month. For 10 points each:

[10] Name this holy month during which fasting is observed.

ANSWER: Ramadan
[10] Fasting during Ramadan is one of this many mandatory Pillars of Islam.

ANSWER: Five
[10] During Ramadan, Muslims traditionally begin this meal by eating a date at sunset.

ANSWER: Iftar
