Guerrilla Sports Packet
Questions by Minnesota (Mike Cheyne) and George Mason (Zach Foster)
Tribute to Charlie Dees
One baseball player born in this state played three seasons with the Angels and had the improbable name of Charlie Dees. The player whom the Detroit Tigers traded John Smoltz to acquire, Doyle Alexander, was born in this state, as was the only player to hit 50 home runs in the 1970’s or 1980’s, George Foster. While Dmitri Young was not born here, his brother Delmon was. Hall of Famers born in this state include Heinie Manush, Don Sutton, and Early Wynn, as well as an outfielder whose nickname was “Sweet Swingin’ Billy from Whistler,” a city in this state. Besides Billy Williams, Hall of Famers from this state include the Giants first baseman nicknamed “Stretch” and the Giants outfielder nicknamed the “Say Hey Kid,” Willie McCovey and Willie Mays. FTP, name this Southern state, which produced the player with the second most career home runs, Hank Aaron, and an outfielder who achieved college fame while playing running back at an university in this state, Auburn’s Bo Jackson.

ANSWER: Alabama

In 1994, this franchise reportedly considered changing its name to the “Swamp Dragons” or “Fire Dragons.” A 1995 Sports Illustrated features an athlete from this team on its cover with the headline “Waaaaaaah!” and a caption calling that athlete a “petulant prima donna.” During the 1983 season, this team saw interim coach Bill Blair replace Larry Brown when the latter left this team for the Kansas coaching job. According to a programmer for NBA Jam, that game is haunted by a man who was playing for this team when he died in a car crash after the arcade version came out, Drazen Petrovic. When it was an ABA franchise, this team played its games in the Teaneck Armory, but beginning in 1981 began playing its games in an arena first named for a governor of the state it is in, the immortal Brendan T. Byrne. Partially owned by rapper Jay-Z, FTP, name this NBA team coached by Lawrence Frank, which is currently rebuilding after shedding stars Vince Carter, Richard Jefferson, and Jason Kidd.
ANSWER: New Jersey Nets (accept either, accept New Jersey Americans--either, accept New York Nets, but prompt on New York)

The current coach of this college football team appears in the Christian sports film Facing the Giants as the old coach of the protagonist. After a game in which player Von Gammon was killed, the state in which in this school is in contemplated banning college football only for Gammon’s mother to personally appeal to Governor William Yates Atkinson. An announcer used the phrase “We just stepped on their face with a hob-nailed boot!” to describe this school’s victory over Tennessee in 2001. This university plays in such rivalries as the so-called “Deep South’s Oldest Rivalry” with Auburn and the “Clean, Old-Fashioned Hate” with its intrastate rival. Another major rivalry of this team saw an intentional unsportsmanlike conduct penalty assessed in 2007 when the entire team ran out onto the field to celebrate a touchdown. FTP, name this team which plays in the “World’s Largest Outdoor Cocktail Party” game with Florida, a SEC team currently coached by Mark Richt and which uses the jovial bulldog mascot, Uga.
ANSWER: Georgia Bulldogs (accept Bulldogs before it is mentioned)

3. A baseball card features this man as the third baseman for the Toronto Blue Jays, despite the fact he  never played professional baseball. The general manager who originally drafted this man for junior hockey, Angelo Bumbacco, recalled not being offered a cup of coffee when he went to visit this man’s parents to convince him to sign with the Sault St. Marie Greyhounds. When drafted for the NHL, this man refused to wear the jersey of the team that selected him, the Quebec Nordiques, and was later traded in 1992 to a team that gave up Peter Forsberg. He, along with Mikael Renburg and John LeClair, made up a forward line which shared its nickname with a team that antagonized the Super Friends, the Legion of Doom.  FTP name this injury plagued center, a man nicknamed the “Big E,” who led the Philadelphia Flyers to the 1997 Stanley Cup.

Answer: Eric Lindros

After suffering an injury in 1997, this man was replaced by the inept Chris Snopek at his position for a good chunk of the season. After joining a new team two years later, he utilized a lyric from The Doors song “L.A. Woman” for his team’s mantra, “Mojo Risin’.’” A 1999 Sports Illustrated article saw this man as the third baseman of an infield with the headline asking if it was “The Best Infield Ever?” This man had a 58-game hitting streak in college while playing for Oklahoma State, while his most notable postseason moment saw him hit a home run off of Kevin McGlinchy to win Game 5 of the 1999 NLCS, yet only be credited for a single because his teammates mobbed him before he could reach second base. Noted for receiving a whipping from Nolan Ryan after charging the mound, FTP, name this third baseman mostly noted for playing with the White Sox and Mets.
ANSWER: Robin Ventura
In the film Forget Paris, Billy Crystal while playing a referee tells this player to stop looking at him and then calls him a “big baby.”  In a cameo appearance on Mad About You, he got into a fight with Paul Reiser, while he also played the Angel of Death in the horror film Exorcist III. He was traded away from his original team for such players as Glen Rice and Luc Longley, and he once offered to donate one of his kidneys to the ailing Alonzo Mourning. He guaranteed a victory for the Orlando Magic over the Boston Celtics in last season’s playoffs, a guarantee that made sense because he was one of the Magic’s assistant coaches. Before Dwight Howard broke it last year, this man had the record for most blocked shots in a Finals game with 8, accomplished in 1994 against the Houston Rockets. Noted for being on the team upset by Villanova in the 1985 NCAA Tournament, FTP, name this Georgetown grad and NBA center, noted for being a fixture in the New York Knicks lineup for years.

ANSWER: Patrick Ewing (accept Patrick Chewing)

The end of this film features a tribute to Haig Manoogian and the Biblical quote “Once I was blind, now I can see.” Both this film’s final and first scenes promise “An Evening” with the protagonist, as seen on a sign that also has Paddy Chayefsky’s and Rod Serling’s names, while the protagonist sings that he’s “no Olivier,” and ends his first monologue by saying “That’s entertainment.” In this film’s final scene, the protagonist recites a monologue by Marlon Brando in On the Waterfront, while the final image of the protagonist is him standing in front of a mirror and chanting “I’m the boss, I’m the boss.” Opening to the tune of the Intermezzo from Cavalleria Rusticana, this film sees an infamous scene where the protagonist asks his brother if the brother “fucked his wife” and then later beats up that brother, played by Joe Pesci. Based on the real-life story of a man noted for his bouts with Sugar Ray Robinson, FTP, name this 1980 Martin Scorsese film starring Robert De Niro, which tells the tragic life story of boxer Jake La Motta.
ANSWER: Raging Bull

This man appeared in a 1981 World War II film with Michael Caine and Sylvester Stallone entitled Escape to Victory as “Luis.” At a 2006 event, this man appeared alongside Claudia Schiffer, who called him “amazing” and a man “who will go down in history.” This man is the namesake of a videogame which features blue and red triangular blobs battling each other for Atari in 1980, and in 2005, signed a deal with Pfizer to promote Viagra, which resulted in an increase in illegal drug use in this man’s country . In 2001, one of this man’s companies was accused of stealing funds from UNICEF. Appearing in the recent Wii game Academy of Champions as a coach, this man was named “Extraordinary Minister for Sport” in his home country of Brazil in 1995. FTP, name this legendary soccer forward, pretty much the best soccer player of all time, who shares his name with a Hawaiian volcano goddess.
ANSWER: Pele (accept Edison Arantes do Nascimento)

Besides John Elway, this man was the only representative of the NFL to appear on the reality racing series Fast Cars and Superstars: The Gillette Young Guns Celebrity Race. He auctioned off such possessions as a pool table and a sculpture of Bacchus in 2007 as he left the city he had been associated with. In a NFL Network commercial, a disgruntled fan grumbles “Nice pick, [this man]” in reaction to a certain draft pick in 2004. He isn’t Jimmy Johnson, but he was an active NFL head coach who had a cameo in The Waterboy. Appearing on the cover of the video game NFL Head Coach, this man spends most of his time hanging out now with Dan Marino, Shannon Sharpe, and Boomer Esiason on CBS’ The NFL Today. FTP, name this former NFL head coach, known as the “Chin,” who lost numerous playoff games before finally breaking through and winning the 2005 Super Bowl for the Pittsburgh Steelers.
ANSWER: Bill Cowher
While pitching in the Canadian-American League, this man once struck out 25 batters, and he was inducted into the Canadian Baseball Hall of Fame in 2006, partially for his impressive 107 wins for the Montreal Royals. This man once managed five straight Rookie of the Year winners, and in a series of 2006 commercials dressed up in a tuxedo to exhort fans to watch baseball playoffs. He was hit by a bat while coaching the 2001 All-Star game, and in an infamous interview, he used the words “fucking horseshit” in a description after being asked to describe Dave Kingman’s performance. Noted for managing such players as Fernando Valenzuela, Eric Karros, and Mike Piazza, FTP, name this longtime Dodgers manager who won the 1981 and 1988 World Series, noted for being Italian and fat.
ANSWER: Tommy Lasorda
The book Personal Fouls by Peter Golenbock accused this man of improper rules violations, which this man attempted to combat in his autobiography, which was subtitled They Gave Me a Lifetime Contract, and Then They Declared Me Dead. In an episode of The Cosby Show, he appears along with Dick Vitale as a furniture mover, and he was played by Anthony La Paglia in a 1996 TV-movie. The coach at such universities as Johns Hopkins, Bucknell, and Iona, his most famous postseason moment occurred when Dereck Whittenburg’s alley-oop pass was dunked by Lorenzo Charles. Noted for a speech in where he urged his listeners to laugh, think, and cry and also to “don’t ever give up” at the first ESPY Awards, FTP, name this coach of the North Carolina Wolf Pack who won the 1983 NCAA Championship and ran around looking for someone to hug, the namesake of a foundation donated to researching a cure for the disease which killed him in 1993.
ANSWER: Jim Valvano (accept Jimmy V.)
In a 2006 Gil Thorp strip, a sign featuring this man’s name can be seen amongst signs urging the protagonist’s high school team on. This man can be seen teaming up with the character of Bronco Billy in a series of Bang Cartoon entries, and in a 2002 radio interview, he called an unnamed player a “devout coward.” The following year, he screamed “You faggot!” at a player who said “Kiss my ass” to him, Johnnie Morton. When he appeared on a broadcast during Super Bowl XLIII, a network affiliate ran a ticker questioning this man’s credibility. A catchy chant featuring this man’s name was coined at an event where Steve Mariucci was seen on a Jumbotron, and he is currently calling college football games with Sean McDonough. FTP, name this one-time linebacker, who proceeded to bring his brand of trademark stupidity in his role as President and CEO of the Detroit Lions from 2000 to 2008.
ANSWER: Matt Millen
