Tossups
1. This game was ranked 160th in EGM’s “Greatest 200 Videogames of Their Time” list, although many argue that it deserves a much higher ranking due to the heights it brings gamers to. The game was one of the first designed to be played with an analog stick controller, although many games on its parent system, the Sega Saturn, did not utilize this revolutionary feature. FTP, name the game, released in 1996, which at the time was the greatest selling game of all-time for the Saturn and whose titular character was a flying purple jester, and for which a sequel is in the works whose subtitle is “Journey of Dreams.”
Answer: NiGHTS into Dreams…

2. Raised in Kent, WA, this man was named honorable mention junior college All-American at quarterback for Wenatchee Valley Community College in 1978, and was later placed ahead of Randall Cunningham on the QB depth chart at UNLV. His athletic career ended after a short stint with the Seahawks, however, when he instead decided to pursue a career in broadcasting. He joined the fledgling ESPN2 network in 1994, and soon after he joined the mother network, most famously entertaining Sportscenter audiences with catch phrases such as “I am amused by the simplicity of this game,” and “Yahtzee!” FTP, name this man, who is considered by many to be the goofiest man in sports.
Answer: Kenny Mayne
3. Named after a vomit-inducing medicine, this record label was initially created to release one of the co-founder’s band’s albums, but it later grew to include dozens of artists, including several of Mike Patton’s other projects. Other acts on this label include The Melvins, Dalek, and Hella. FTP, name this label started by Greg Wreckman and ex-Faith No More lead singer Mike Patton, whose most well-known acts are The Locust, Fantomas and Isis.
Answer: Ipecac Recordings

4. Born in Chicago, IL to a working class Catholic family, this man’s early inspirations came from television, although he would make his greatest impact on larger screens. A graduate of USC’s School of Cinematic Arts, this man got his start when his short film, A Field of Honor, caught the attention of Steven Spielberg and the famous producer became his mentor, producing his next two films, I Wanna Hold Your Hand and Used Cars. Neither of these two films were commercially successful, but he shook it off and directed several blockbusters over the next few years, including the Back to the Future trilogy and Who Framed Roger Rabbit? FTP, name this director, who is best known for his 1994 gem Forrest Gump, for which he won an Oscar.
Answer: Robert Zemeckis
5. Sugarcane Island by Edward Packard is considered the first of its kind, but hundreds have followed in its image. Packard and R.A. Montgomery were the most prolific creators of these, but over 30 other authors contributed to its original series. With titles such as The Cave of Time and The Secret Treasure of Tibet, it is no wonder that millions of children were drawn to these interactive forms of literature. FTP, name this genre of children’s books, in which the narration is presented in the second person and the reader plays the role of the main character.
Answer: Choose Your Own Adventure Books

6. A graduate of Morehead State University, this man got his start in entertainment as a member of the band The Avant Garde, but later turned his attention to another form of entertainment. Merv Griffin jumpstarted his career in 1975 when he asked this man to host a new game show, but he left soon after over a salary dispute. This did not affect his employment prospects, however, as he went on to host several other game shows, such as Scrabble, The Dating Game and Greed. FTP, name this man, the original host of Wheel of Fortune, who can be found today hosting the GSN show Lingo.
Answer: Chuck Woolery

7. This school did not qualify for the NCAA men’s basketball tournament until 1995, but since then has found consistent success on a national level. Much of this success was a direct result of its 1999 victory over Florida in the Sweet Sixteen, which put Spokane, WA on the basketball map. FTP, name this university, whose mascot is the Bulldog, and whose most famous basketball alumni are John Stockton and Adam Morrison.
Answer: Gonzaga University

8. Classically trained on six instruments, this singer-songwriter has taken an odd career path, first establishing herself as a solo artist before becoming part of a successful British electronica group. Her first album, released in 1998, was an anagram of her name and was received well by critics. Guy Sigsworth, who co-wrote “Getting Scared” off of i Megaphone, later collaborated with this artist in 2001 and 2002, resulting in an album titled Details, which featured singles “Must be Dreaming,” “It’s Good to Be In Love,” and “Breathe In.” FTP, name this artist, whose latest album Speak For Yourself, coupled alongside her work as half of Frou Frou, has made her a rising star in both England and the US.
Answer: Imogen Heap
9. Originally intended to be a 30 minute short for PBS, this film ended up being much lengthier, requiring over five years of filming and 250 hours of film footage. It is no wonder then why it was nominated for the 1995 Academy Award for Best Editing, although it did not win, much to the chagrin of critics, as well as William Gates and Arthur Agee. Critics also scoffed at the film’s omission from that year’s nominations for best documentary, considering it ranked highly on most critics’ year-end lists. FTP, name this film, filmed mostly in and around Chicago, which follows the trek of two teenage boys, whose goal is to someday play in the NBA.
Answer: Hoop Dreams
10. In a pack of late twentieth century first person shooters, this game emerged as one of the elite, garnering many honors upon its 1999 release. This was surprising, considering that its graphics and gaming engine were deemed inferior to its biggest competitor, Quake III Arena. Many gamers feel that this game’s superior bot AI was what set it apart from its competitors, giving gamers more satisfaction when racking up kills with weapons like the Enforcer, Shock Rifle and Redeemer. FTP, name this Epic Games release, which focused so much on multiplayer gaming that the single player mode of the game took the form of a ladder of multiplayer battles against computer AI.
Answer: Unreal Tournament (do not accept later installments, i.e. UT2003)

11. Born to Lebanese and Mexican parents, this woman got her start on TV shows in her native Mexico before she decided to pursue an acting career in the United States. One of her early roles in the US was as a recurring character on The Sinbad Show, but she did not get her first big break until Robert Rodriguez cast her in a 1995 hit movie. FTP, name this actress, who can be found occasionally guest starring on her current television production, Ugly Betty, and who has appeared in many films, including Fools Rush In, Wild Wild West, and Desperado.
Answer: Salma Hayek

12. By the age of 15, he had already made the first team of his local club team, but he would later become a star competing on Yugoslavian junior national teams and playing alongside his brother, Aleksandar, at BC Cibona. In 1989 he joined the Portland Trailblazers, who had drafted him 60th overall in the 1986 draft. Unable to crack their rotation, however, he was traded to the New Jersey Nets in 1991, where he averaged 22.3 points per game in the 1992-1993 season, his best season in his tragically shortened career. FTP, name this Croatian guard, inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2002, whose life and career were cut short in the summer of 1993 when he was killed in a car accident on the Autobahn.
Answer: Drazen Petrovic
13. After a few years of touring relentlessly and selling their demos on cassette tapes at their shows, this band lucked out and signed a recording contract with Maverick Records in 1994. They have remained on the label ever since, as their first two albums, Adrenaline and Around the Fur, each have sold around one million copies as of early this year. Bigger success came with their next two records, 2000’s White Pony and 2003’s self titled effort, each of which sold well over 100,000 copies in their first weeks on the shelf. FTP, name this Sacramento metal group, whose 2006 effort, Saturday Night Wrist, features the song “Hole in the Earth” and is one of the more critically acclaimed albums of the band’s career. 
Answer: Deftones
14. This character first appeared in a 1963 film starring David Niven and Peter Sellers, and his appearance was so popular that he quickly earned his own series. He appeared in both theatrical shorts and a weekly television series on NBC in the 60s, and new installments of this characters adventure were released until the 80s. Despite his age, however, he is still a very recognizable character thanks to his cartoons being aired to a new generation on Cartoon Network and other channels. FTP, name this animated character, whose theme music was composed by Henry Mancini and who can be seen in the opening scene of every movie that bears his name.
Answer: The Pink Panther
15. One of the six expansion teams to enter the league in 1967, this team will be making its first playoff appearance since the 2000-2001 season this year, after finishing the season with 105 points. Before this drought, this team had made the playoffs 11 straight years, thanks mostly to arguably the most prolific scoring tandem of the 90s. They won back-to back Stanley Cups, defeating the North Stars and Blackhawks in 1991 and 1992, respectively, and look poised to return to the top this year led by Rookie of the Year candidates Jordan Staal and Evgeni Malkin and Art Ross trophy winner, Sidney Crosby. FTP, name this NHL team, whose dominant early 90s teams were led by Mario Lemieux. 
Answer: Pittsburgh Penguins
16. A star of British television, this actor got his start in the movie Vroom, a made-for TV movie shown on Channel 4 in Britain. He went on to star in many other TV movies in Britain, finally breaking away from the small screen for good in 2001 when he starred in Gosford Park. Later roles as King Arthur and the Professor in The Bourne Identity helped him achieve a bigger reputation in the States, and he nicely offset his recent James Bond snub by delivering solid performances in Children of Men and Inside Man. FTP, name this man, whose highest profile performance came playing Dwight McCarthy in the 2005 film Sin City.
Answer: Clive Owen
17. Past headliners have included Beck and Oasis, but this year one of the most anticipated reunions in recent memory is sure to steal the spotlight at this 3 day event in the Colorado Desert. This festival debuted in 1999, with 25,000 music fans braving the blistering daytime temperatures, and despite the financial difficulties of the festival that led to there being no event in 2000, this festival rebounded nicely and has become one of the most well-known music festivals in the United States. FTP, name this festival, held in Indio, California, which this year will feature Bjork, Red Hot Chili Peppers and the newly reformed Rage Against the Machine as headliners.
Answer: Coachella Valley Music and Arts Festival

18. Winner of the 2003 Emmy for Best Main Title Music, the producers of this show caught some flak for inexplicably changing the theme music to a song performed by Randy Newman in the second season. Fans of the show were also critical of the sudden departure of Bitty Schram, who played Sharona, the titular character’s assistant, midway through the third season. Traylor Howard, who plays Natalie Teeger, replaced Schram and the show, despite these rough spots, has not looked back and is poised to enter its sixth obsessively hilarious season. FTP, name this USA show, starring Tony Shaloub as a former San Francisco homicide detective who suffers from OCD.
Answer: Monk
19. (WARNING: Team name and year required) The aces of their staff were Jim Hughey and Charlie Knepper, who combined to win a total of eight games. This team came about when the owners of the club purchased the St. Louis Browns and decided that it was more profitable to have a winning team in St. Louis, thereby shipping all of this teams quality players to play for the Browns. An average home crowd of 179 people suffered through this team’s home games, which is why no team in the National League ever wanted to travel to play them. As a result, this team holds the unbreakable major league record of 109 road losses, and were removed from the league the following year to make way for a new American league team that is still around today. FTP, name this worst team in major league history, owners of an abysmal 20-134 record.
Answer: 1899 Cleveland Spiders

20. Formed while the members were attending Calabasas High School, this group’s first major tour was with Korn shortly after signing their first record deal with Epic/Immortal Records in 1996. After enjoying moderate success on their first two albums, the band dropped two double platinum albums around the turn of the century, spawning several hit singles such as “Drive,” “Stellar,” “Warning” and “Wish You Were Here” and making them one of the most recognizable names in rock. FTP, name this alternative act whose most recent and fourth straight platinum album, Light Grenades, features the singles “Dig” and “Anna Molly.”
Answer: Incubus 
Bonuses
1. Most players remember a time when Nickelodeon used to broadcast shows that actually featured live actors. FTPE, answer the following about an old-school Nickelodeon show.
10: Aired from 1989-1991, this show followed the adventures of Benjamin Ernst, a New York City accountant who purchases a ranch out West to escape the pressure of his job, and who is joined by his son and the ranch’s summer employees.
Answer: Hey Dude
10: Arguably the most recognizable face from the show, this actress played Melody Hanson, but is more well-known for her roles in Zoolander and Dodgeball, and her marriage to Ben Stiller.

Answer: Christine Taylor
10: David Lascher, who made other appearances in 1990s teen sitcoms such as Clueless and Sabrina, the Teenage Witch, played this Zack Morris wannabe who left the show for a brief period, only to return and wreak more havoc.
Answer: Ted McGriff

2. FTSNOP, answer the following about these related entertainers:
5: If you couldn’t smell what he was cookin’, then you were probably destined to be on the receiving end of a People’s Elbow. 
Answer: The Rock
10: His theme music was a blatant rip-off of Nirvana’s “Smells Like Teen Spirit,” but fans adored him for his wild mane and trademark hand signal, which he copyrighted. He later sued Jay-Z for apparently stealing it.
Answer: Diamond Dallas Page (or DDP)

15: Born Virgil Runnels III, this wrestler is the son of WWF legend Dusty Rhodes and is most well known for his outrageous costumes and trademark move, Shattered Dreams.

Answer: Goldust
3. True gamers understand that the Super Nintendo version of Super Mario Kart was by far the best. FTPE, name these tracks from the original game given the number of variations of the track and the cup that it debuts in.
10: 4, Mushroom Cup

Answer: Mario Circuit

10: 2, Flower Cup

Answer: Choco Island
10: 1, Special Cup

Answer: Rainbow Road
4. On a 40-30-20-10-1 basis, name the band from songs.
40: That song with the guitar, and drums, and kickass lyrics.
30: “I Think I’m Going to Hell,” “The Bear”
20: “Easy Morning Rebel,” “Knot Comes Loose”

10: “Off the Record,” “One Big Holiday”
1: “Mahgeetah” by My Morning Jacket

Answer: My Morning Jacket
5. The NBA season comes to a close on Wednesday, so let’s take a look at league leaders in certain statistics through Monday, April 9, FTSNOP.

5: It is no surprise that this Lakers guard is leading the league in scoring at 31.3 ppg, considering his recent 4 game streak of scoring 50 points or more back in March.

Answer: Kobe Bryant

10: This nightly double-double threat is leading the league in rebounding for the fourth consecutive year, although his team is on its way to missing the playoffs for a third straight season after a Western Conference Finals appearance in 2004.
Answer: Kevin Garnett
15: All or nothing: Name the New Orleans/Oklahoma City center leading the league in field goal percentage and the Miami guard leading the league in three point shooting percentage.
Answers: Tyson Chandler and Jason Kapono
6. Chris Farley (RIP) delivered memorable performances in movies like Tommy Boy and Billy Madison, but how well do you know some of his other roles? Answer the following FTPE.

10: This movie was thought to be many to be a sequel to Tommy Boy, as it paired Farley alongside David Spade once again, and in reality the only difference found in Farley’s character in this film is his name, Mike Donnelly.
Answer: Black Sheep
10: In this film, Farley almost takes a backseat to Matthew Perry’s irritatingly earnest performance, but in true Farley fashion his character Bartholomew Hunt provides the audience with most of the film’s memorable moments.
Answer: Almost Heroes
10: Along with Almost Heroes, this film was released after Farley’s death, and while the film itself, which starred Norm MacDonald and was directed by Bob Saget, did not prominently feature Farley, it is still remembered as his last cinematic work.
Answer: Dirty Work
7. Around 2001, Cartoon Network decided that cartoons should not be made just for kids. FTPE, name the Adult Swim cartoons not named Aqua Teen Hunger Force from clues.
10: This show, which debuted in 2005, is the brainchild of Seth Green and features theme music written and performed by Les Claypool of Primus fame. Despite the name, however, the titular character has nothing to do with the sketches that comprise each 15 minute episode.
Answer: Robot Chicken
10: This show, which is about to enter its second season, takes place in the fictional U.S. state Statesota and features a pretty sweet rhyming title.
Answer: Moral Orel
10: This cancelled Adult Swim show, which ran from 2004-2006, featured the titular character who was always “full of ideas,” and at no point during the show’s 24 episodes did a single person watching ever laugh.
Answer: Tom Goes to the Mayor
8. Any chump could identify teams in a major sporting league, but on a 10-5 basis, try to name these more obscure leagues from the names of member teams (Note: these leagues may or may not be defunct).
10: Chicago Fire, Colorado Rapids

5: D.C. United, FC Dallas

Answer: Major League Soccer (MLS)

10: Orlando Predators, Chicago Rush
5: Las Vegas Gladiators, Los Angeles Avengers

Answer: Arena Football League (AFL)

10: Buffalo Stampede, Anaheim Bullfrogs
5: New Jersey Rockin’ Rollers, Los Angeles Blades

Answer: Roller Hockey International (RHI)

9. Do you like reading reviews of music, movies and other things? Then chances are you have read a review that is posted on Metacritic. FTPE, give the name of the highest ranked title currently listed on the website’s 2007 high scores list for various entertainment mediums, from clues.
10: This second album from dance-punk artist LCD Soundsystem has achieved a composite score of 90, outshining the nearest competitor on the list by three points.

Answer: Sound of Silver
10: Metacritic’s movie list actually features films released in late 2006, like this film, which has earned an eye-popping composite score of 98, thanks much in part to the imaginative visions of director Guillermo del Toro, who has stated that the faun featured in the film is not the creature referenced in the title.
Answer: Pan’s Labyrinth (accept El Laberintho del Fauno)
10: It seems that the site has not gotten around to compiling a Best of 2007 list yet for Playstation 2 games, but this game, with a composite score of 94, beat out Final Fantasy XII as the highest-rated game of 2006, which is interesting, considering that this game was merely a re-release of a 2004 game, adding new features like an online multiplayer mode, a first for the series. 
Answer: Metal Gear Solid 3: Subsistence
10. Answer the following related questions, FTPE.
10: Featured in a villainous role in the classic “Chef’s Chocolate Salty Balls” episode of South Park, this actor brings a film festival to South Park after he decides that Park City, UT is too crowded, and in a dramatic moment late in the episode he picks up Mr. Hankey and hurls him against a brick wall.

Answer: Robert Redford
10: If you know that Redford played the Sundance Kid in Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid, then surely you must know that this man played Butch Cassidy.
Answer: Paul Newman
10: This man, before he performed atop a double-decker bus for Mike Myers and Elizabeth Hurley, composed the musical score for the film.
Answer: Burt Bacharach
11. Many RPGs do not take place on Earth, and several games in the Final Fantasy series are no exception to this. FTSNOP, given the fictional world, name the installment in the series that features that world.
5: Spira
Answer: Final Fantasy X
10: Ivalice
Answer: Final Fantasy XII
15: Terra
Answer: Final Fantasy IX
12. Since 1993, Saddle Creek Records has released many quality albums from artists of varying genres. On a 15-5 point basis, name the artist from albums released on the label.
15: The Differences Between Houses and Homes, Domestica
5: The Ugly Organ, Happy Hollow
Answer: Cursive
15: Letting Off the Happiness, Fevers and Mirrors
5: Cassadaga, I’m Wide Awake, It’s Morning
Answer: Bright Eyes
13. A lot was made of Daisuke Matsuzaka’s riveting debut for the Red Sox last week, but Matsuzaka is not the first Japanese player to enjoy success in Major League Baseball. Answer the following FTPE.
10: Arguably the most successful Japanese player in the league, this Seattle Mariner led the AL in batting in 2001 and 2004, and in the latter year broke George Sisler’s all-time hits record, which had stood for over 80 years.
Answer: Ichiro Suzuki

10: This 1995 NL Rookie of the Year started his career in Los Angeles, and later went on to throw the only no-hitter in Coors Field history in 1996. In 2001 he threw another no-hitter against the Orioles, becoming the fourth player in ML history to throw a no-hitter in both leagues.
Answer: Hideo Nomo
10: This pitcher took over the Dodgers’ closer’s job in 2006 after Eric Gagne went down for the season with an elbow injury, saving 24 games in 26 chances and posting a 2.07 ERA.
Answer: Takashi Saito
14. The recent release of TMNT disappointed some of the older fans of the series, so to remember the glory days of Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles films, answer the following FTSNOP.
5: In the first installment, Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles, the turtles dispose of Shredder by sending him off a roof and into the back of this type of vehicle, crushing him (or so they thought).
Answer: Garbage truck
5 for each: In Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles II: Secret of the Ooze, the turtles have a couple run-ins with these two adversaries, who Shredder creates by subjecting a wolf and snapping turtle to the ooze.
Answers: Tokka and Rahzar
15: In the final installment of the series, the turtles travel back in time and fight a feudal lord named Norinaga and this British arms trader.
Answer: Walker
15. Las Vegas may be known as Sin City, but Atlantic City, NJ is not too far behind. FTPE, name the following Atlantic City casinos from clues.
10: This Donald Trump contribution to the city skyline certainly was not fazed by Trump Hotels & Casino Resorts filing for bankruptcy in 2004, as it is currently undergoing a $250 million renovation to add a new hotel tower.
Answer: Trump Taj Mahal
10: Home to the largest poker room in the city, this casino/hotel used to be called the Mirage and its main tower is the tallest building in South Jersey.
Answer: Borgata
10: Owned by Harrah’s, this New Orleans-style casino is the last casino on the Atlantic City Boardwalk and features a House of Blues, which opened in 2005.
Answer: Showboat
16. Mondo Mini Shows’ Happy Tree Friends has been horrifying sensitive audiences for years by showcasing the brutal slaughters of cute and cuddly cartoon characters. FTPE, name the unfortunate character from clues.
10: By far the most recognizable character on the show, this yellow rabbit is one of the faces of the show, and by Wikipedia’s count has died 29 times over the course of the show’s history.
Answer: Cuddles
10: Another one of the main characters, this pink chipmunk has been killed 33 times, the most of any character on the show.
Answer: Giggles
10: The eldest character on the show, this blue moose is often found watching over the other characters. Not only does he not protect the other characters, though, but most times he is responsible for killing the characters himself through his negligence and clumsiness.
Answer: Lumpy
17. Many NHL teams have changed cities in the expansion era. FTSNOP, name the team from its previous incarnation.
5: Quebec Nordiques

Answer: Colorado Avalanche
10: Colorado Rockies

Answer: New Jersey Devils
15: Kansas City Scouts

Answer: Colorado Rockies
18. Answer the following about an influential musician, FTPE.
10: One of the more prolific artists of the last century, this man released over sixty albums as a solo artist and with his group The Mothers of Invention.
Answer: Frank Zappa
10: Found on Ship Arriving Too Late to Save a Drowning Witch, this song was Zappa’s biggest selling single and featured his daughter Moon Unit on vocals using the word “like” about 300 times.
Answer: “Valley Girl”
10: Zappa got in an argument with Robert Novak on CNN’s Crossfire in 1986 over censorship, with Novak attacking him for the inappropriate nature of his music and mistakenly assuming that he recorded music for commercial reasons based on the name of one of his Mothers of Invention albums. Name the album that sent Novak’s tiny brain into a frenzy.
Answer: We’re Only in it for the Money
19. These television commercials offering the first season of Get Smart have inspired me to give this bonus. Answer the following FTSNOP.
5: The main character of Get Smart, Maxwell Smart, was played by this late actor.

Answer: Don Adams
10: All or nothing: By what numbers were Adams and his counterpart, played by Barbara Feldon, known by?

Answer: 86 and 99
15: On an episode of Family Guy, Peter walks through an elaborate series of doors, much like those found in the opening of each episode of Get Smart, in order to get to what?

Answer: His stash of pornography
20. Dane Cook is a perfect example of why someone should never quit his or her day job. FTPE, name these Dane Cook cinematic gems from clues.
10: In this Clerks rip-off, Cook plays just that at the theme restaurant Shenaniganz, and needless to say this is what goes on for the duration of the movie.
Answer: Waiting…
10: One of Cook’s earlier roles was in this 1999 comedy, which transformed a solid cast into the most retarded group of superheroes ever conceived.
Answer: Mystery Men

10: This 2007 straight to video project from the comedic mind of Bob Saget parodied a much more successful 2005 film, where once again Cook found himself working with an extremely talented and well-known cast, with disappointing results.
Answer: Farce of the Penguins
