NASCAR-FREE EMILY DESCHANEL MEMORIAL TRASH JUNIOR BIRD TOURNAMENT Pack 11
Questions by Nathan Bragg, Matt Bruce (MB), John Kilby (JK) and Casey Retterer, Jeremy Eaton, David Vatz, and Curran Muhlberger (MD)
TOSS-UPS:
1. While a student at New York University, he borrowed money from family and friends to direct the semiautobiographical drama Praying with Anger and in 1998 wrote the screenplay for Stuart Little.  His 1995 film Wide Awake is to date the only film he directed that he has not made a cameo in, and he appeared in an American Express commercial that debuted during the 2006 Oscars which featured him saying “My Life is About Finding Time to Dream.”  He has declared that his favorite of his films is Unbreakable, and his most recent project was this past summer’s Lady in the Water, but he remains most famous for writing and directing in a 1999 film featuring the line “I See Dead People.” FTP, identify the director of The Village, Signs, and The Sixth Sense.
ANSWER: M. Night Shyamalan
2. After losing part of a finger on his left hand to an oil rig accident, he joined The New Commitments in the early 1990s before releasing his debut album, Dreamin’ Out Loud, which featured the hits “Every Light in the House” and “(This Ain’t) No Thinkin’ Thing.” Followups Big Time and More failed to yield similar success, but 2001’s Chrome garnered him a hit in “I’m Tryin’” and 2005’s Songs About Me featured his biggest hit since 1996 whose video featured a bizarre juxtaposition of traditional country music motifs and crunk themes.  FTP, identify this ardent Republican supporter and country musician, whose most recent hit was “Honky Tonk Badonkadonk.”

ANSWER: Trace Adkins
3. The original nickname for this university’s athletic teams was the “Sunblazers,” which was changed in 1987.  The only national titles it has received are the 1982 and 1984 Division II Men’s Soccer championships, and its football team annually competes in the “Shula Bowl.”  That team, coached by Virginia Tech Alumnus Don Strock, dismissed two of its players, Chris Smith and Marshall McDuffie, after a recent brawl against a school that it had never played before; the fight exploited regional tensions, as many of its opponent’s students are from outside of Broward and Dade county while this school’s team is almost exclusively local South Florida players.  FTP, identify this team, nicknamed the Golden Panthers, a crosstown rival of the University of Miami.

ANSWER: Florida International University OR FIU
4. (MD) In 2006, it was adapted into a Broadway musical starring comedic songwriter Stephen Lynch as the leading player.  The suggested title of "I Got Punched In the Nose For Sticking My Face In Other People's Business" was fortunately ditched in favor of the one it is better known by.  There are a number of classic hits from the 1980s on the soundtrack, including “White Wedding” and “Love Stinks” as well as the original songs "Somebody Kill Me Please" and "Grow Old With You.” FTP, Robbie Hart and Julia Sullivan are the main characters in what 1998 Adam Sandler movie?

ANSWER: The Wedding Singer
5. (MB) Lobs and skips are among the most effective shots in this sport, whose last two men's Olympic gold medals were won by Hungary.  The eight schools that have won its NCAA championships are all from California.  Visiting players typically wear white caps and both goalies wear red caps.  Maneuvers include the "egg beater," the scissor-kick, and of course freestyle swimming.  FTP, name this sport that unlike its land version is not played with horses.

Answer:
water polo
6. It is the preferred beverage of the Biker Mice From Mars, and gave its name to a 2000 EP by Jimmy Somerville.  Brands of it currently being sold in the U.S. include Fitz’s, Henry Weinhard’s, and Triple XXX, and one of its main ingredients which comes from the sassafras tree was banned in the U.S. in 1960 due to its being mildly carcinogenic.  Originally an herbal medicine, the first commercial version of it was developed by Charles Elmer Hires in 1866, and it gained popularity during prohibition, outselling traditional colas until the late 1960s.  FTP, identify this beverage, similar to sarsaparilla, sold under the brand names Mug, A&W, and Barq’s.
ANSWER: Root Beer
7. In 2004, he married model Steffiana De La Cruz, who once portrayed a manicurist in the show with which he is most identified.  His brother is comedian Gary Valentine and in 2001 he starred in his own comedy special, “Sweat the Small Stuff.”  In 2007, he will star opposite Adam Sandler in I Now Pronounce You Chuck and Larry, and his highest profile film role to date in opposite Will Smith in 2005’s Hitch.  However, he is likely best known for a spinoff of Everybody Loves Raymond in which he has starred for eight seasons.  FTP, identify this actor who portrays Doug Heffernan on The King of Queens.

ANSWER: Kevin James
8.  “Alone At Last” features a character referred to as “blond boy” working up the courage to ask coworker Lisa out to dinner.  “The Beast Within” includes a performance that inspires the series’ host to proclaim “That stomach studied in London!”  The protagonist of the edgy “On My Own” is confronted with the unsavory choices of Pizza, Burgers, and Tofu, while “Flying High,” the tale of a woman who “runs a department, works out, volunteers” but forgets about dinner for her family causes the host to fall asleep.  “Terror at Five O’Clock” ‘s female protagonist makes the host anxious, while “The Unfed” causes him to “smell a blockbuster” before launching into his promotion of the titular restaurant’s line of deli sandwiches.  FTP, identify this series of commercials hosted by Jon Lovitz, all of which end with him issuing the command “eat fresh!”  

ANSWER: Subway Dinner Theatre (Prompt on “Subway” or  “Subway ads” or equivalents; DO NOT ACCEPT OR PROMPT on “Subway Daytime Drama,” a similar but different series of commercials which is incorrect given clues here)
9. It lifts the background arrangement from The Supremes’ “Someday We’ll Be Together,” features an interpolation of that group’s “Ain’t No Mountain High Enough,” and bears a strong resemblance to Madonna’s “Holiday.”  The single precedes “I Belong to Me” in the artist’s discography, and it can be bought through Yahoo! Music for $1.99 with the option to personalize the song with the name of your choice.  Notable for its Brett Ratner-directed video which features Ryan Seacrest, Eva Longoria, Christina Applegate, Andy Dick, and Reshad Strik, who was selected due to his resemblance to Nick Lachey, FTP, identify this 2006 single by Jessica Simpson.

ANSWER: “A Public Affair”

10. She was born in 1976 to an Academy-Award winning cinematographer father and Mary Jo Weir, a film actress who appeared in The Right Stuff.  Her first film role came in 1994 as a “Paint Throwing Fur Activist” in the Nicolas Cage vehicle It Could Happen to You, and she appeared in Spider-Man 2 as a receptionist and in Boogeyman as Kate Houghton.  She is more famous for her television roles, however, as she received critical acclaim for guest spots on Crossing Jordan and Law and Order: Special Victims Unit and in 2005 began playing Temperance Brennan in a FOX drama.  FTP identify this Boston University alumna and star of Bones, the sister of Zooey and namesake of this tournament.

ANSWER: Emily Deschanel
TIEBREAKERS
11. A direct descendant of the sixth president of Princeton University, she left Stanford after one semester as a literature major to pursue an acting career.  Her first role came in the 1991 made-for-TV movie Wildflower, and she garnered critical praise for her role as Vanessa Lutz in Freeway.  The voice of Greta Wolfcastle in a 2002 episode of The Simpsons, she played Becky Sharp in 2004’s Vanity Fair and Elizabeth Masterson in 2005’s Just Like Heaven.  Her resume also includes a Golden Globe nomination and MTV Movie Award for her portrayal of Elle Woods, and an Oscar for Best Actress for a 2005 biopic.  FTP, identify this star of Sweet Home Alabama, Walk the Line, and two editions of Legally Blonde.

ANSWER:  Reese Witherspoon
12. Highlights from this country’s performance at the 2004 Summer Olympics include Mariel Zagunis defeating Xue Tan in Individual Sabre Fencing and Steven Lopez’s gold in Under 80 kilogram taekwondo.  Bands from this country include Morphine, Squirrel Nut Zippers, and The Shins, and its culinary contributions to the world include clam chowder, barbecue, salt water taffy and baked beans.  Major cities include Memphis, Las Vegas, and Detroit, and it is separated into fifty regions, each with its own capital.  FTP, identify this nation, the birthplace of Elvis Presley, apple pie and baseball, whose capital is Washington, D.C.
ANSWER: The United States of America OR U.S.A. 
