Titular People

Olivia Hatton

1.  The idea for this song came from an old high school buddy of the group, Don Atfeld. A medical student at UCLA, Atfeld sat in the back of his Bacteriology class and wrote the lyrics to this song on the side of his notes. The song was recorded in March of 1964 and spent that summer climbing to #3 on the Billboard pop charts. The song caught the ear of Joe Denker and he cast Kathryn Minner for a series of commercials using the song. Kathryn soon becomes a Southern California celebrity - appearing on “Gunsmoke”, The Bob Hope Show, and the highest rated “Dating Game” show ever. FTP, what is this Jan and Dean hit, inspired by a Don Atfeld’s sighting of a Granny wailing down Colorado Boulevard?

A:  Little Old Lady From Pasadena

2.  “She plays Wipeout on the drums. The squirrels and the birds come gather ‘round to ding the guitar.” “When all words fail, she speaks. Her mix tape’s a masterpiece. Walks through the garden so the roses can see.” “Down by the Rosemary and Cameron she hands out the Bhagavad Gita” “Everyday she wears the same thing. I think she smokes pot. She’s everything I want. She’s everything I’m not” FTP, “And you can see the daisies in her footsteps, dandelions, butterflies. I wanna be” whom, according to Ben Folds Five?

A:  Kate

3.  This song was inspired by a newspaper article about an old miser who would conceal his cash wherever he could hide it, to prevent others from forcing him to spend it. Another inspiration was a "bag lady," that Lennon observed one day who used to hang out in Hyde Park near Knightsbridge. She kept all her possessions in a plastic bag and slept in the park. The song was recorded with Sun King as one song for the album Abbey Road. The titular character “sleeps in the park, shaves in the dark, tryin’ to save paper.” FTP, who is this “dirty old man” who “always shouts something obscene”?

A:  Mean Mr. Mustard

4.  “Then take me disappearin' through the smoke rings of my mind, down the foggy ruins of time, far past the frozen leaves, the haunted, frightened trees, out to the windy beach,
Far from the twisted reach of crazy sorrow. Yes, to dance beneath the diamond sky with one hand waving free, silhouetted by the sea, circled by the circus sands, with all memory and fate driven deep beneath the waves, let me forget about today until tomorrow.” FTP, whom does Bob Dylan ask to “play a song for me”?

A:  Mr. Tambourine Man

5.  “I've been thinking about you, my love and all the crazy things that you put me through. Now I'm coming around, throwing it back to you. Were you thinking of me when you kissed him? Could you taste me when you licked his skin?” “Spent my money, drove my car, I treated you like a shining star. But in my sky all burnt out you are and I'll have the last laugh, when I see you walking with some other guy ‘cause I know you're gone end up all alone. So take these words, some good advice: all you've done gonna come back twice.” FTP, to whom does the Calling want sweet revenge against? 

A:  Adrienne

6.  The lyrics to this song seem to recount a brutal childhood, with grim scenes of poverty and abuse. “I was drowned, I was washed up and left for dead. I fell down to my feet and I saw they bled. I frowned at the crumbs of a crust of bread.” “I was raised by a toothless, bearded hag. I was schooled with a strap right across my back.“ For the lead singer, however, the song represents a return to clarity after a long season of acid madness. FTP, “it’s a gas! Gas! Gas!” who is this character created by the Rolling Stones, an alter ego for Mick Jagger?

A:  Jumpin’ Jack Flash

7.  John Parr sang of one who “can give them everything they want, take them to the highest high.” The Electric Light Orchestra compares this person to a highly addictive drug. One caused Olivia Newton John to claim “I’m in deep water and I’m hanging on a line” and that this person is the only one that can save her. According to Color Me Badd, “we’d all be dead right now if pretty looks could kill.” After Dionne Warwick meets this person, she realizes that “suddenly everything I ever wanted has passed me by.” Michael Jackson is “onto her game and she’ll get played the same.” Annie was one of these for Led Zeppelin. FTP, who is this person, “the right kind of sinner” and a “dream maker, lover taker” according to Pat Benatar?

A:  Heartbreaker

8.  This song was one of 27 pieces sent up on the Voyager spacecraft. The driving train-like rhythm of the song was created by speeding up a standard twelve-bar blues figure, played on the bottom three strings of the guitar. It became the classic rock ‘n’ roll guitar rhythm, appearing on tracks from the Rolling Stones to Status Quo. Part of the name of this song comes from the name of the street where the artist was born. It was originally written for a pianist and composer that the artist met in 1952, upon joining the Sir John Trio. Not wanting to alienate the white audience, the lyric “colored boy” was changed to “country boy.“ It’s been covered by everyone from Judas Priest to Marty McFly and the Starlighters. FTP, what is this song by Chuck Berry, about a boy that could “play the guitar just like a ringing a bell?”


A:  Johnny B. Goode

9.   The song tells of a young boy who leaves home to seek his fortune. The boy is vulnerable and encounters hardship and loneliness. He discovers the lives of the ragged people of New York City, and finds unexpected kindness and comfort from the prostitutes of Seventh Avenue. In the final verse, the boy looks upon the title character and admires him for his strength and endurance. Rumors suggested that it was written about Bob Dylan’s life, as there are quite a few parallels between his life and the song. The song, however, is not about Bob Dylan, and is more autobiographical. FTP, what is this song, written in 1968 by Paul Simon, whose titular character “cried out in his anger and his shame ‘I am leaving, I am leaving,’ but the fighter still remains“?

A:  The Boxer

10.  When the artwork for the 1971 album containing this song was printed, the record company misread the songwriter’s messy handwriting and misspelled the title of this song. The songwriter was despondent about the mistake because the song was meant to reference a cousin who he was particularly fond of. “Take my hand, travel south cross land. Put out the fire and don’t look past my shoulder. The exodus is here. The happy ones are near. Let’s get together before we get much older.” FTP, what is this song and the name of Pete Townsend’s favored cousin, to whom he tells “Don’t raise your eye, it’s only teenage wasteland”?

A:  Baba O’Reilly

11.  On VH1 storytellers, the artist said that this song is about her problems in dealing with feeling responsible for everyone else. She sings: “I know I can’t change the way you feel. I leave you with your misery, a friend who won’t betray. I’ll pull you from your tower, I’ll take away your pain, show you all the beauty you posses. If only you’d let yourself believe that we are born innocent.” FTP, to whom does Sarah McLachlan try to convince that “we all falter, does it matter?”

A:  Adia
12.  “Standin’ on the edge of time. Walked away when love was mine. Caught up in a world of uphill climbin’. The tears are in my mind and nothing is rhymin’.” “I remember all my life. Rainin’ down as cold as ice. Shadows of a man, a face through a window. Cryin’ in the night. The night goes into mornin’, just another day.“ One of the biggest mysteries of this song is who the song is really about: is it about a girl or about a dog? FTP, whom does Barry Mannilow sing about when he croons “you came and you gave without takin’?”

A:  Mandy

13.  This song tells the fictional story of a blinded veteran who returns home after the war. Everyone he knows wants him to be a hero, but all he wants to be is left alone. Faced with his unsettledness at home, he leaves for Spain to get away from it all. His younger brother, however, sings the song to him to tell him how much he desperately misses him. The song is an account of what crippled Vietnam veterans had to go through upon returning home and was inspired by news coverage of the war that Bernie Taupin watched in the early 70s. FTP, who does Elton John confuse for the clouds in his eyes?

A:  Daniel

14.  According to the singer, this song has been misinterpreted greatly. While many people look for the symbolism in the song, the singer insists that the song is not about an ancient blues man that taught him about the guitar nor is it about his penis. The song is really about a night when the singer and his friend Marty went out to watch Marty’s father, a flamenco guitar player, play a gig in San Francisco. Afterwards, they went to a bar, the New Amsterdam, and watched two girls that they believed they could go and talk two if only they were big rock stars instead of low-budget musicians. FTP, what is this song, where Adam Duritz and the titular man dream of being “big, big stars”?

A:  Mr. Jones

15.  “Does he know what you feel? Are you sure that it's real? Does he ease your mind 
or does he fake your stride? Did you know that love could be a sheild? Middle of the night is he gonna be by your side or will he run and hide? You don't know 'cause things ain't clear and baby when you cry is he gonna stand by your side? Does your man even know you're alive? I got an idea.” FTP, in what song does N’Sync claim “I’d be your shining star, the one to show you where you are” if only you’d be this? 

A:  Girlfriend

16.  Paramount pictures has optioned this song for a feature film. Writer David Zabel, who has written for “ER”, “JAG”, and “Dark Angel,” will translate the song’s lyrics into a full-length film. MTV Films and Alphaville will produce the prospective flick. Scott Spock, Lauren Christy and Graham Edwards - collectively known as ‘The Matrix’ - will serve as consultants on the screenplay, which is fitting, as they co-wrote the song. The song tells the story of a young punk who falls in love with a ballet girl, who spurns his affections as she fears her friends will not approve. FTP, what is the name of both the song and the movie, the second hit off of Avril Lavigne’s debut album Let Go?

A:  Sk8er Boi

17.  The inspiration for this song came from a book, Triad, that the songwriter found laying on a couch at a friend’s house. She was so mesmerized by the name of the main character’s alter ego that she just had to write a song about it. She didn’t know until years later that the woman she wrote the song about was the goddess of steeds and maker of birds. She left her world after falling in love with a mortal king from our world, giving up her magic powers in the process. In times of war or strife or pain, her songbirds come straight into the middle of the hardship, sing her song, melting the trouble away. FTP, what is this song, written by Stevie Nicks a few months before joining Fleetwood Mac, about a woman “taken by, taken by the sky”? 

A:  Rhiannon

18.  “ ‘Look at the way he treats me‘, shit, look at the way you treat me. See your lil’ nose ass homegirls got they ass up in the creek G without a pad on, you left the straddling‘, ride this thing on out and the union girl ain’t speakin’ no more cuz my dick all in her mouth. Know what I'm talkin about, jealousy, and fidelity, envy, cheating, beating, and to the G's they be the same thing. So who you placin’ the blame on, you keep on singin’ the same song. Let bygones be bygones, you can go on and get the hell on.” FTP, to whom does Outkast swear they “never meant to make your daughter cry?”

A:  Mrs. Jackson
19.  The video for this song begins with the artists exiting a motel, leaving a man in the bed. Next, she’s in Hollywood, walking over the star for the titular character. After a flip of a Tennessee quarter, she’s being chased through the streets by an unknown driver, nearly avoiding accidents. Next she’s on a motorcycle, being chased down by another unknown driver, and she escapes by jumping a white fence. The video closes with a car race, with the singer being tailed throughout the race by the same unkown driver. After winning the race, the singer catches a glimpse of the driver - it’s Dale Earnhardt Jr. FTP, what is this song, Sheryl Crow’s tribute to an “all American rebel”?

A:  Steve McQueen

20.  “Where it began, I can't begin to knowin' but then I know it's growin' strong. Was in the spring and spring became the summer. Who'd have believed you'd come along?” “But now I look at the hight and it don't seem so lonely. We fill it up with only two and when I hurt, hurtin' runs off my shoulders. How can I hurt when I'm with you? Warm, touchin' warm. Reachin' out, touchin' me, touchin' you.” FTP, who is this Neil Diamond creation, with whom “good times never seem so good”?

A:  Sweet Caroline
21.  “I think it's because I'm clumsy. I try not to talk too loud. Maybe it's because I'm crazy. I try not to act too proud. They only hit until you cry. And after that you don't ask why. You just don't argue anymore.” “Yes I think I'm okay I walked into the door again. Well, if you ask that's what I'll say. And it's not your business anyway. I guess I'd like to be alone. With nothing broken, nothing thrown. Just don't ask me how I am” FTP, who is this creation of Suzanne Vega, who lives on the second floor, upstairs from you?

A:  Luka

22.  “We danced for those at minstrel shows and county fairs throughout the south. We spoke in tears of fifteen years how his dog and him, they traveled about. The dog up and died. He up and died after twenty years he still grieves. They said I dance now at every chance and honky tonks for drinks and tips. But most the time I spend behind these county bars Cause I drinks a bit. And he shook his head now. He shook his head.” FTP, “And I heard someone ask please” for which man to dance, according to John Denver?

A:  Mr. Bojangles

23.  “Crossroads, seem to come and go, yeah. The gypsy flies from coast to coast, knowing many, loving none, bearing sorrow, having fun.” “And no one knows the gypsy's name, and no one hears his lonely sighs, there are no blankets where he lies. Lord, in his deepest dreams the gypsy flies.” “Again, the mornin's come. Again, he's on the run. A sunbeam's shinin through his hair. Fear not to have a care. Well, pick up your gear and gypsy roll on.” “Crossroads, will you ever let him go? Lord, Lord. Or will you hide the dead man's ghost? Or will he lie, beneath the clay? Or will his spirit float away?” FTP, “But, I know that he won't stay, without” whom, according to the Allman Brothers Band?

A:  Melissa

24.  “Everyone needs love, you know that it's true. Someday you'll find someone that'll fall in love with you. But oh the time it takes when you're all alone. Someday you'll find someone that you can call your own but till then ya better... Now you're clean and so discreet. I won't say a word but most of all this song is true, ‘case you haven't heard. So c'mon and stop your cryin' ‘cause we both know money burns. Honey don't stop tryin; and you'll get what you deserve.” FTP, “well, well, well, you just can’t tell,“ hat is this Guns N Roses song?

A:  My Michelle

25.  “Clearly I remember pickin' on the boy. Seemed a harmless little fuck. But we unleashed a lion, gnashed his teeth and bit the recessed lady's breast. How could I forget, he hit me with a surprise left. My jaw left hurtin’, dropped wide open. Just like the day, like the day I heard daddy didn't give affection and the boy was something mommy wouldn't wear.” FTP, who “spoke in class today” according to Pearl Jam?

A:  Jeremy

